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Preface.

For a number of years short sketches of some of the cam-
paigns of the regiment, written by comrades, have been read at
our reunions and afterwards were published in the proceedings.

As these articles proved interesting to the survivors, the
matter of writing a history of the campaigns of the regiment
was suggested and discussed at the reunions and W. L. Curry,
who had been elected historian for several years, was urged to
begin the work at once. At the reunion held at Galloway, Ohio,
September 15, 1892, the plan was outlined and J. W. Chapin
was appointed to assist in compiling the history, and other com-
rades volunteered their services to give all the aid possible in
the good work. A large amount of material had already been
accumulated and a systematic effort was then made to correct
the roster by writing letters to comrades of every company and
by sending copies of the company roster to them for examination,
and many corrections in names and dates were made by them.

The diary kept by W. L. Curry during his services has been
depended on very largely for data, as the distance of our daily
marches with names of towns and rivers were noted, as well
as dates of battles and skirmishes and many incidents of historic
interest.

Neither time nor pains have been spared to get information
on all points of interest; many months have been devoted to
the preparation of the manuscript. After careful corrections
the manuscript was all typewritten before it was placed in the
hands of the publisher.

More than one hundred volumes of the “Records of the
Rebellion” published by the War Department have been care-
fully examined, and all orders, reports of officers of the regiment,
brigade and division have been copied, and many of them are
published in the history. From this mass of material the story
has been written without any attempt to embellish the history
with high flown language or graphic and romantic descriptions
that in so many histories have a tinge of fiction, —it is only
the plain story of the regiment.



Preface. it

Official reports and statistics may seem a little dry in some
instances, but it is the history of our campaigns recorded on
the field, and cannot be refuted; and the fact that our history
is fortified by these reports made at the time, is what adds to
its value.

IFrom the time the regiment entered Kentucky in the fall
of 1861 until the battle of Perryville, October 8, 1862, we were
not brigaded as cavalry, but were attached to brigades or divi-
sions of infantry, temporarily. After that date the cavalry was
organized into brigades and divisions and acted independent of
the infantry, and for the last three years of the war the history
of the regiment must necessarily be blended with that of the
brigade and division. We are greatly indebted to many of the
comrades, who responded to every call, for intelligent assistance
in all parts of the work, and in the chapter of “Incidents and
Reminiscences” they are given full credit for their contributions.

The roster of the regiment, published in the back part of
the book, was purchased from the firm that published the cavalry
roster of the state for the Adjutant-General’s Department. In
this roster many errors in spelling names, also in dates and cas-
nalties, appear. Many of these mistakes have been corrected,
and are published on a separate page; but no doubt errors have
crept in, notwithstanding every effort has been made to make
the roster correct. During the month of March, 1898, alone,
nearly one hundred letters were written to members of the regi-
ment to correct dates of enlistment, discharge, etc. We have
studiously avoided indulging in fulsome praise of any officer
or soldier now living, and have only tried to give credit where
credit was due; but to those who died on the field too much
praise cannot be given. In addition to the story of the regi-
ment, the history has been somewhat widened by short histories
of battles in which the regiment participated, with losses in the
two armies, which eannot fail to be of absorbing interest to
every reader. Biographies of deceased officers, published in the
history, were furnished by their families, and all cuts for por-
traits were paid for by the families of these officers, and cuts for
portraits of surviving soldiers were paid for by the soldiers them-
selves. All other cuts, maps and illustrations were furnished
and paid for by the author. We are under obligations to the
following gentlemen for the nse of cuts kindly loaned: General
H. V. Bovnton, for several cuts made for his book, “The Chick-
amaunga National Military Park.” and also for giving us per-
mission to copy from his book the strength and losses of the
Union and Confederate armies at the battle of Chickamauga;
Colonel N. D. Preston, of the Tenth N. Y. Volunteer Cavalry,
for cut of Cavalrvyman, “Going to the Front” and “Forward”;
and to Captain C. T. Clark, of Columbus, and Major J. C. McElroy
for the use of cuts.
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And now, when the story of the regiment is completed, writ-
ten as it was in the intervals of pressing business and official
duties, the pen is laid aside, regretting that the history could
not have been written by some other member of the regiment
better qualified to wield the pen, and who could have dm oted
more time to the work. If the brief history of the services of
the regiment meets with the approval of the boys with whom
we have “marched many a weary day and watched many a frosty
night,” the author will feel amply repaid for the time devoted
to preparing the manuscript for publication.

W. L. CURRY,
J. W. CHAPIN,
Committee.






First Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.

The first notice of the organization of the First Ohio Cav-
alry, is found in a report of the Adjutant-General of Ohio for
1861.

In his report for that year the Adjutant-General states that,
“on July 21, 1861, after earnest solicitation, authority was re-
ceived from Washington for raising eight companies, or a regi-
ment of cavalry, directly for the service of the Federal Govern-
ment. It was determined that this regiment should be one
of maximum size, to consist of twelve companies. This was
raised without difficulty, and rendezvoused at Camp Chase, in
July, August and September.”

OFFICIAL LIST OF BATTLES.

Liberty, Ky, Co. B. ... ... o i November, 1861
Siege of Corinth........... ... ... ... .... April and May, 1862
Farmington, Miss ......... ... . oot May 28, 1862
Booneville, Miss ... ... oo May 30, 1862
Blackland, Miss . ... ... . i, June 4, 1862
wssellville, Ala ..o o oo oL July 1, 1862
Courtland, Ala ........ . .. . iiiiiiiiiinena... July 25, 1862
Bardstown, Ky ... .. .. i October 4, 1862
Perryville, Ky . ... it October 8, 1862
Franklin, Tenn .......................... December 12, 1862
Nolensville, Tenn ... .. ... ..o i, December 26, 1862
Stone’s River, Tenn. .. .December 31, 1862; January 1, 2, 3, 1863
Tullahoma, Tenn . ... ... ... it July 1, 1863
KIk River, Tenn. ........ ..ottt iiiininnannnn.. July 2, 1863
Alpine, Ga ....... .. ... . September 11, 1863
Chickamauga, Ga ................ September 19 and 20, 1863
Wheeler's Raid through Tennessee. ... ... October 1 to 9, 1863

Cotton Port, Tenn....................... September 30, 1863
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CMeMinnville, Tenn .. ....oovvenernenno... -+ October 4, 1863
Murfreesboro, Tenn ... ... .. o o ... October 5, 18(33
Shelbyville, Tenn ... .. .. e e October 7 1863
IFarmington, Tenn ......... o el e e e e e October :, 1863
Sugar Creek, Tenn. ... o oL 0600 .Oct()ber‘ Ry 1%6?

aint Rock, Ala. ... . o oo i, '.O('t()ber f39, 1§bd

Missionary Ridge, Tenn................... )vty\‘ellll)er 2;_), 1863
Cleveland, Tenn . ... .. o i, November 27, 18(5‘3
Charleston and Callioun, Tenn. ............ December 2?‘, 1863
Tunnel Hill, Ga................ Bl e FPebruary 22, 1864
Buzzard Roost, Ga......oooo oo, February 24‘, 1864
Decatur, Aa ..o oo o o ... May 26, 18():4
Moulton, Ala ................ v May 29, 1864
McAfees Cross Roads, Ga. ..o oo June 12, 1864
Noon Day Creek, Ga.................... «oooocJune 15 1864
Kenesaw Mountain, Ga............. ... .. ...... June 21, 1864
Chattahoochie River ... .. . o 0., CJuly 12, 1864
Peach Tree Creek, Ga. ... oo 0 oo ... July 19 and 20, 1864
Atlanta, Ga ... ... ... ... .. ... . ... July and August, 1864
Kilpatrick's Raid around Atlanta. . August 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 1864
Fairburn, Gao ... 0o 0 Aungust 19, 1864
Jonesboro, Ga ... . .. ... Vagust 19, 1864
Lovejoy Station, Ga....................... .. August 20, 1864
Rome, Ga ... 0 o October 13, 1864
Snake Creek Gap........................ ... October 15, 1864
Little River, Ga........... ... ..., October 20, 1864
Coosa River, Ga........ ... ... ... ... ... ... October 25, 1864

Tre Wirsox Rarp THROUGH ALABAMA AND GEORGIA.

March and April, 1865.

Montevallo, Ala ... 0 0 0 March 20, 1865
Ebenezer Chureh, AMa. ... April 1, 1865
Nelma, Ala Terereeeeiiie i A PRI 2 1865
Montgomery, Ala ... .. ... ... . .CApril 12, 1865
Columbus, Ga ..o 00 \pril 16, 1865
West Point, Ga. oo oo oo April 16, 1865
Surrender — Macon, Ga ... April 20, 1865
Irwinsville, Ga. — Capture of Jeff Davis. oo May 19, 1865

Lvery battle in the above table is published in the official
list of battles by the War Department excepting Cotton Port,
Tenn., October 1, 1863, and Farmington, Tenn., October 7, 1863,
The fight at Cotton Port was the day Wheeler crossed the Ten-
nessee River and we had several soldiers wounded amd captured.
October 7, 1863, we drove the rebel cavalry from Shelbyville to
Farmington, and in the official list it jx given as Shetbyville, but
it was always known in the regiment as Farmington, as we cap-
tured a battery at that place,



Our Heroic Dead.

-

Gen'lL T Co L Smith,

Col. B, B. Eggleston.
—

B e+ 2 it S o

Col. T. J. Pattiu.

Maj. Do AL B Moore.
Col. Minor Millikin.

Maj J.C Frankeberger

Maj. James N, Scott.

Maj. Martin Buck
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Organizing Qur Army in 1861.

It was no ordinary task to organize an army, either north
or south, from raw citizens that had absolutely no knowledge
of military affairs at the beginning of the war in 1861.

The war came like a thunder clap in the North and the
Union army at the beginning was but a crowd of brave and pa-
triotic citizens. The officers and men all stood on a common
level so far as knowledge of military affairs went, for not one
in a hundred knew the difference between a Corporal and =a
Brigadier-General and hardly knew a right face from a left face.

One instance is recalled of an Ohio regiment that had a
noted lawyer for their first Colonel, and the members of the
regiment and their friends predicted a brilliant military career
for this promising officer. But he proved to be a dismal failure,
as he was too lazy to drill or even study the tactics. In time
the regiment took the field and was soon in front of the enemjy.
This Colonel was ordered to take a certain position on the line.
He marched his regiment out in columns of fours, and was
ordered to “feel the enemy carefully,” which he proceeded to do
in the most approved military stvle —in favor of the enemy,
as it was soon demonstrated. As the regiment neared the battle
line, they passed an old veteran regiment, supporting a battery,
and this veteran regiment was hugging the ground closely, ex-
pecting an attack every moment. Some of the members of the
new regiment sung out, “Where are the rebels? Just show
them to us!” And the response from the veterans, hugging the
ground still more closely, was: “You will find them on the other
side of that cornfield.” And into the cornfield the brave, but
new recruits marched, and as one of the boys afterwards stated,
they went in “slaunch ways.” In a few moments the rebel line
raised up and gave them one enfilading volley, and the regiment
was soon in full retreat, for no veterans could have stood such
a withering fire in an open field. As they passed back through
the lines of the veterans still hugging the ground, some of the
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bovs could not refrain from asking them if “they found the
rebels.” .

This is referred to as one instance of scores in which some
of our best regiments were in the beginning commanded by
ine ompetent officers who were appointed by political influence.
The regiment referred to proved to be one of the fighting regi-
nients (nul had a long and honorable record in the 1‘191(1

The first year's service tested the qualities of the rank and
file. A few months' exposure and hardship sent the physically
incapable to hospital to die or be discharged for disability, while
in that time those who had the ])h\.slque but not the splmt of
soldiers found means to be detached from their commands and,
though still carried on the muster rolls, to be detailed as clerks
in bureaus or headquarters, hospital nurses, or in some other
non-combatant capacity. Those soldiers, w lm after a year's ser-
vice, were still in the field with their uunmands were really
the “army™ that fought the war. They were physically, at least,
the flower of the American people.

During the months of May, June and July, 1261, the appear-
ance of the camps of msnmtmn would look nl()te\que to the
militia of to-day where thousands of soldiers were (lncamped
without arms or uniforms. Think of a regiment maneuvering
almost like clock-work and yet no two men dressed alike; f()l‘
many regiments were well drilled in company and bdtmhon
drill before arms and clothing were issued. It was common
to see a sentinel walking his beat with a stick at a “support,”
and the officer of the ¢ 11(11'(1 in making his rounds wonld return
the salute of the sentinel with a flourish of his wooden sword.
Though not soldiers, they were actually “playing soldier,” and
]»l.lwd it serionsly, This was the situation in ]b(’» and ou‘r of
this rustic mob in a few months was moulded an a my of boys
as brave as the old Guard that followed the cagles of \(lpolen“

The regiments that were so fortunate as to get a regular
ofticer for a Colonel were usually well organized, and that was
the case in the First Ohio. We had a great contempt for onr
Celonel in the beginni iung, as he was a regular martinett, but
wlhen we got into the field, we had a Very 111' it regard for him,
as he at once inangurated strict mlhtdl\ (h.\(Jphn(*, and, as

the boys said, “brought the officers to time,” organized an officors’

s l‘(m]. and looked after the smallest details of clothing, rations
and all things that pertained to the conifort of hix men, syste-
matically examined for himsclf all clothing, equipments and
food before allowing them to be issued. and w hatever was pocr
in quality or short in quantity, he rejected with cood round
oaths .m:.] with a savage threat of arvest (o the quartermaster
Ul“(‘Ulll[lll.\ibi;ll‘.\'. It was amusing to observe that the comnany
ofticers soon adopted his eareful svetem of looking out for his
men's richts and even imitated his oaths.
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When we were at Camp Chase, Ohio, in the fall of 1861, I
remember of being down at the Quartermaster’s tent when we
had just received an invoice of blankets, and was opening up
the boxes, and it proved that the blankets were of all kinds and
colors, some red, some gray, and others striped. Just then the
Colonel, an officer of the regular army, as before mentioned,
stepped in, and, taking a survey of the 51tu¢1t10n, (ommcnwd
swearing, and in a 1nonlent the blankets and air were all of
the same color — “blue.” Said he, “Box them up, send them
back, for I'll be d d if I propose to have my regiment decked
out in blankets with as many different colors as ‘Joseph’s Coat.” ”

It struck me, a raw, verdant country boy, as being extremely
funny and ridiculous, and I never forgot it. I presume the blank-
ets were sent back. The writer was orderly sergeant at that
time, and when the orderly’s call would sound in the morning,
I remember we always went up to headquarters with our morn-
ing reports with “fear and trembiing,” for if there was anything
in the least degree wrong, he would always send us back to
our quarters to correct it, and some of us can testify to-day that
we were sent back at least three times in one morning. Ile
never reprimanded the Sergeants, but would say: “Tell your
Captain so and so”; and it was not an unusual thing for the
Captain to be summoned into his presence, where he usually
got a scoring.

At the beginning of the war the Cavalry arm of the service
had no separate organization as an army. Yet raw and undis-
ciplined as they were, they were of the same blood and had the
same soldierly qualities of dash, vim and independence of all
other arms of the service, and never failed to respond to any
and every duty they were called upon to perform.

The txamp of their triumphant steeds shook the ground
all along the line, and their bugle calls rang out alike from
every valley and mountain that marked the great battles of
the war.

Under the military regime of the old army during the in-
terval between the war with Mexico and the breaking out of
the war of the Rebellion, the esprit de corps of the Cavalry
arm of the servie had been sadly neglected.

In the campaigns of the Rev olutlon, the war of 1812, and
more especially, the war with Mexico, which consisted very
largely in the besieging of fortifications, and the country be-
ing so unfavorable to successful cavalry operations, hence the
importance of a well mounted and well equipped cavalry force
was not fully realized by General Scott and his lieutenants.

We had very few regiments of cavalry at the beginning
of the war, and they were broken up in squadrons and companies,
and were scattered along our western frontier fighting Indians,
patrolling and doing courier duty between the outposts. DBut
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in the first battles of the war the importance of raising and
equipping a strong cavalry force, and placing them under com-
mand of dashing voung leaders, was fully demonstrated to the
officers of the old army.

In the early part of the war, our cavalry was badly handled
by the officers in command. While the volunteer ofﬁcerg knew
n:;thiug more of the service than the rank and file of their com-
mands, it seemed that the officers assigned to duty in the cavalry
service from the regular army did not understand that Cava}ry
to he effective must be kept on the move, and should never receive
an attack from the enemy at a halt. Not until the battle of
Stone’s River was the eficctiveness of the cavalry demonstrated
in the army of the Cumberland, when the First Ohio, led by their
intrepid young commander, Colonel Minor Millikin, made their
first saber charge, holding at bay a large force of the left wing
of the rebel army by their bold charge.

As will be remembered by all members of the regiment,
in the early part of our service it was usual to halt to receive
the attack of the enemy, and attempt to fire from our horses,
instead of dismounting to fight on foot, or drawing saber and
charging him; all of which we learned before the close of the
war.  During the siege of Corinth, in 1862, the regiment did
picket duty in front of the infantry lines during the greater
part of that siege of two months; and it was no unusual ocecur-
rence to have from a half dozen to a dozen alarms during each
night, and at each alarm the reserve was mounted with “advance
carbine” ready to receive the attack.

During the last days of the siege we were in such close
proximity to the main entrenched lines of the enemy that our
pickets, put on duty at dark, were required to keep their posts
until day-break without being relieved, as it was not possible
to change the guard on the outposts without drawing the fire
of the enemy. Ilad we been required to do this kind of duty
daring the late years of the war, the picket would have been
dismounted, thus saving the horses, and giving the picket guard
a much better opportunity of watching the movements of the
enemy, and also keeping himself concealed and not drawing
the fire of the enemy by the champing of bits and neighing of
horses. These are mentioned as a few of the abuses of the cav-
alry serviee before even our best Generals had learned the art
of war.

Nor were our ofticers of high rank entitled to all the credit
for the efficiency of our arm of the service, but the credit belongs
largely to the rank and file, to the non-commissioned and line
officers, who did the hard service, and was each one a General
unto I.nim.w]f, and daily made sngeestions to his superiors, who,
profiting by them, took all the honor to themselves,

The life of a cavalryman in time of war is one of constant
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activity — hard and dangerous service. During the winter
season, when the main army is snugly ensconced in winter quar-
ters, the cavalry are the most active and have the hardest service
to perform, as they are kept constantly patroling and scouting.
It was a very usual occurrence, as is well remembered by every
trooper of the regiment, that just'as we would get comfortably
tucked in our dog tents, after “taps,” on a stormy winter’s night,
to hear the bugle ring out from headquarters, sounding “Boots
and saddles!” and in fifteen minutes a company, squadron, or
perhaps a regiment, would be in the saddle, booted and spurred
ready for duty. And the order be to make a reconnaissance
twenty miles to the right or left flank of the army to watch
some reported movenient of the enemy, and off we dashed
throngh darkness, rain and mud, to find our way the best we
could, along the miry and unfrequented roads, not knowing
at what moment we would run into an ambuscade of the enemy
of thrice our own number, reaching our destination perhaps at
daybreak to find that it was a “contraband report.” The cav-
alry outpost duty was a hard and dangerous service and they
were required to furnish the advance sentinels, when not con-
fronted by entrenched lines. As grand guards are chiefly to
watch the enemy in the front, they are never entrenched, except
by barricades hastily thrown up, to repel the attack of cavalry;
and it is not only the duty of the grand guard to watch the
movements of the enemy, but to reconnoitre his position, and
to determine the force and position of the advance posts. Small
posts of picked men are sent forward to ascertain if the enemy
is advancing, and we all remember well what a perilous duty
this was. Marching always in silence and on the approach of
the enemy to fire and fall back on the reserve, by routes selected
during the day. In the day time the cavalry videttes are placed
on high grounds and as much under cover as possible, and always
required to carry the carbine in the hand; but, day or night,
the sentinel must be sure of the presence of the enemy before
firing, and then he must fire, even if surrounded, as the safety
of thousands may depend upon one man. Reconnoitering parties
were sent out day and night, and just before day-break the
advance guards and scouts were drawn close together, as this
was the hour of danger, when an attack was anticipated.

All these movements of the cavalry arm of the service re-
quired vigilance, secrecy, energy, promptness and dash; and
whether the command was composed of a Brigade, Regiment,
Squadron, Company or Platoon, the commander must not halt
or hesitate, but act immediately and supply by strategy what
lie lacks in numbers. During the second, third and fourth years
of the war, cavalry officers were largely composed of young men
who at the beginning of the war were privates or non-commis-
sioned officers. The older men could not, but with rare excep-
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tions, endure the hard picket duty, routes and raids of fifty
or sixty miles a day, which was of usual occurrence. Some
of the most d.mou'uus expeditions were under command of Cor-
porals and \(100(11115, penetrating the enemy’s lines, Lapturlnw
outposts and couriers with dispatehes that were of vital 1mp01‘1-
ance to our army. Many instances of bravery and heroism in
the rank and file could be related that would do honor to a
Kilpatrick or a Custer, dlld instances of individual adventure
and heroie deeds in the ralry service could be multiplied by
the score that would be of intense interest to every reader of
this history.

The First Ohio Cavalry was organized under the first call
for the three years's service in 1861, and as the companies were
recruited they rendezvoused at Camp Chase, near Columbus,
Ohio, and were mustered in as a regiment on the fifth day of
October, 1861, The first commission issued was to Captain .J.
I1. Robinson, of Company “A,” and was dated August 16, 1861,
Company A was recruited in FFayette county; Company B in
Guernsey and Muskingum counties; Company C in IFayette,
Pickaway, Hamilton and Highland counties; Company D in
Licking dnd Union counties; (ompanv X in Pickaway county;
(nm]mn\ I* in Franklin, Ifairfield and Licking counties; C«)m-
pany G in Clermont, Warren and Hamilton u)untle ; Company
H in Highland county; Company I in Miami county; Company
I in Union, Madison and Franklin counties; Company L in
Washington county; and Company M in Ross county. The
members of the regiment were composed largely of farmers’
boys, and many of them furnished their own horses and equip-
ments, and as they were accustomed to riding and training
horses, they were well adapted to the cavalry arm of the service.

Of the commissioned officers of the regiment, four attained
the grade of Colonel, five of Lieutenant-Colonel, sixteen of Major,
four of Surgeon, two Assistant Surgeon, one Chaplain, forty-six
of Captain, and one hundred and twenty-nine of Lientenant —
making in all two hundred and seven commissions. There being
originally twelve Captains, thirty-four Lieutenants were pro-
ntoted to the rank of Captain. There were but four officers in
the regiment at the close of the war that were commissioned
at the organization of the regiment; all the other officers ro-
maining in the reciment at the ('l()\o of the war having been
pmmutu] from the ranks. Of the Colonels of the regiment,
Ransom resigned, Millikin was killed at Stone River, Smith
was promoted to Brigadier-General, and Tggleston was also pro-
moted to Brigadier-General, and died since the w ar, was mius-
tered out with the regiment.  Colonel Cupp was killed at Chick-
amauga, Major Moore and Lieutenant Condit were killed at
No_m* River; Colonel Patten has died since the war, as has also
Major Reott. Major Frankeberger, Major Buck, and M: tjor Rob-



inson died during the war. Captains Emery and Scott were
killed in action, as was Lieutenant Allen, Lieutenant Stevens,
and Lieutenant Rennick died in the service. Surgeon (annan,
Captain Pickering, Lieutenants Overly, Scott, L’Hommedien,
Ferguson, Bryson, Goodrich, Captain Conn, Captain Lawder,
Lieutenant Leib, Lieutenant Hall and Captain Siverd have died
since the war, and scores-of our comrades of the rank and file
have answered their last roll-call and passed to the camping
ground on the other shore.

Colonel O. . Ransom was a regular army ofticer and he
at once commenced drilling the regiment dismounted, and issued
the strietest orders for all routine camp duty. But few of the
officers knew anything about the cavalry tactics, or any other
tacties; but an officer’s school was soon organized and every
officer was required to get a set of cavalry tacties and devete
his time to study and drill, and the company officers were re-
qired to organize a school for the non-commissioned officers and
give them instructions every night.

We denounced Colonel Ransom as an “old martinet and
tyrant” then, but we soon learned to respect him as a dixei-
plinarian, and before the end of our service blessed his memory
for the strict discipline inaugurated when we first went into
camp.

One of our historians of the war speaks very highly of the
personnel of the regiment at the organization, and uses the fol-
lowing language:

“It being the first organization of its class vaised in the
State, there was at once manifested a great anxiety to join its
ranks. This fact enabled the recruiting officers and the Sur-
geon of the regiment to discriminate largely in the selection
of men. It may well be doubted whether more applicants were
ever rejected from a similar organization in the service, or if
a nobler band of men in physical development could possibly
have been selected from the yeomanry of Ohio.”*

During the month of September, 1861, and before the regi-
ment was fully organized, Companies A and €, having been
mounted and equipped, were ordered to Western Virginia, where
they were destined to campaign in the Ariy of the Potomac
for the next three yvears, participating in some of the havdest
battles and sowme of the most daring raids of the cavalry service.
Company B having been mounted and fully equipped, about the
first of October was ordered to report to General Mitchells
Headquarters in Cincinnati, and in a few days it was sent on
an expedition into Kentucky. At West Liberty they met the
command of Colonel Humphrey Marshall and had a lively fight.
Lieutenant Samuel Ferdyee and a few men of the company were
wounded, being the first blood shed in the regiment. The com-

*Reid's “Ohio in the War.”
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pany remained in this section of Kentucky until December zu;d
joined the regiment at Louisville in the same month. As will
be remembered by all members of the regiment, our camp was
along the National Road at the extreme west end of Camp
Chase, and we were quartered in tents, while all the other troops
in camp were quartered in wooden barracks.

The 40th Regiment, O. V. L, and 42nd Regiment, O. V. [,
were in camp — the 42nd being Garfield’s regiment — and with
this regiment we had a lively skirmish at one time, and after
that we did not have any particular love for each other. The
10th and 42nd boys got into a fight something about Post Sut-
ler’s quarters.  The guards of the 42nd refused to allow the
40th boys to pass the guard lines to go to the Sutlers, and this
resulted in a big racket between the two regiments and a large
number of soldiers of both regiments assembled at the guard
line. Before the Officer of the Day arrived hostilities had com-
menced, and the IMirst Ohio re-enforced the 40th and took a hand
and there were many knock-downs and bloody noses on both
sides, and the 42nd was “knocked out in the first round,” at
least it was so claimed by the boys of the First and Fortieth.
This was the “baptism of blood” for these three regiments, that
were destined to fight on so many bloody fields within the next
four years, and it was a little episode well remembered by every
soldier of these regiments present at the time.

During our stay in Camp Chase we had a very enjoyable
time, as the fall weather was beautiful, and we had hundreds
of visitors from the city and surrounding country, and we were
all very much in love with “playing soldier.” The company
drills in the facings and marching were kept up regularly, two
drills eaeh day, until the regiment had become quite proficient
in the dismounted drill before the horses were issued. We re-
ceived our horses in the month of October, and then the cav.
alryman was in his glory, for through all the hard work of
“setting up” and the many weeks of dismounted drill he had been
cheered by the promise and the bright hope that he would soor
be mounted on his good steed and ready to meet the enemy in
his chosen arm of the service. The dismounted drill, while dis-
tasteful to the trooper, was very important, as we learned, after
taking the field, that it was necessary to often dismount to fight
on foot, and had our horses been furnished immediately after
we went into camp, much of the dismounted drill would have
lw.un omitted, and we also had more time to devote to saber
ih']ll and manual of carbine and revolver. When the horses were
Issued, they proved to be very fine mounts, as but few cavalry
lmrfvs had been purchased in that section of the state, and
having such a large number of fine horses to select from, many
were ('un(l.onnm] and rejected. These were the handsomest and
most serviceable lot of horses we had during our service —na
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horse being accepted if he was less than five years of age, and
at least one horse of that number was in service to the end
of the war, and was turned in at Hilton Head, 8. C., when the
regiment was discharged. The horses were issued to the com-
panies and the company commanders then had two numbers
made out for each horse, one was tied to the head of the halter,
and the other put in a hat from which each soldier drew a num-
ber and then started on a double quick for the picket line to
find his horse. It is safe to say that there was more horse trad-
ing done in one day, after we received our horses, than was
ever done in the State of Ohio in the same time, as every soldier
was anxious to get a good mount, and if his horse did not suit
him on the first trial, he exchanged with the first trooper that
was willing to trade, and this was kept up for some weeks.

The average cavalryman has reached the height of his ambi-
tion when he is mounted and equipped, and we commenced
mounted drills at once, and kept it up continuously, at least
two drills each day, as long as we remained in Camp Chase.
We frequently made practice marches along the National Road
and into the city, with drawn sabers, and our new uniforms,
fine, gaily-caparisoned horses and clanking spurs attracted a
great deal of attention, especially from the fair maidens. The
flirtations of these dashing troopers no doubt caused the hearts
of the “girls we left behind” to sigh for their cavaliers when we
were ordered to the front. As the large per cent of the boys
recruited in the regiment were farmers, and as in that day a
great deal of horseback riding was done, a large majority of
our men were, as the saying goes, “raised on a horse’s back,”
and were fine horsemen. To be an accomplished rider, it mus
be learned when the person is voung and at the age when he
has a certain amount of recklessness and has no fear, for a
person that is timid and has no confidence in his ability to control
his horse never can become a good rider.

The First Ohio had a great advantage in this regard over
many cavalry regiments that were recruited in cities and in
localities where there was little horseback riding, as the men
were accustomed to caring for horses and understood feeding,
grooming and saddling, and did not have these duties to learn
after enlisting. Many of the men brought their own horses to
camp and owned them throughout the war, and received forty
cents a day from the Government for their service. The men
who owned their own mounts usually had the best horses and
cared for them the best, as they had a pecuniary interest and
also understood the care of horses. With all these advantages,
the regiment took up the mounted drill readily, and before
we left Camp Chase in December, 1861, had become quite pro-
ficient in mounted battalion and regimental drill, which attracted
large crowds of visitors, and was viewed with admiration and



94

envy by the infantry soldiers in camp. The manceuvres of a
thousand horsemen at a trot, gallop and charge is a magnificent
sight, and, once seen, is always remembered, and has a great
attraction for the average yvoung American, and we were all
soon imbued with the dash and exciting attractions of the cav-
alry service.

While no soldier can become a good cavalryman unless he
is a good horseman, we soon learned that the service of a cav-
alryman, with all its many attractions, was at all times laborious,
and while he might be a good rider he had many other duties
to learn and perform.

The trooper has hiz carbine to care for and keep in order,
which evens him up with the infantryman in care of arms and
equipments, and in addition to this he has his revolver, saber
and horse equipments to keep in order and his horse to water,
feed and groom every day, and the soldier who enlists in the
cavalry service expecting a “soft snap” will soon learn, to his
sorrow, that he has been laboring under a grievous mistake.
On a campaign or march in good weather, when it is not neces-
sary to piteh teats at night, the infantry stack arms, get supper
and are soon at rest or asleep; but not so with the cavalryman—
the company must first put up the picket rope and then the
horses must be watered, fed and groomed. If there is no forage
in the wagon train, he must then hunt forage for his horse, and
perhaps go a mile or two for that. Then he unsaddles, gets his
coffee, grooms his horse, and is ready to lie down an hour after
the infantryman is asleep.  In the morning, if the cavalry are
to move at the same hour the infantry are to march, they must
have revielle an hour earlier than the infantry, to have time
to feed, groom and water their horses; and while he has the
advantage on the march, it would not be considered by the
average citizen a very easy task to march forty, fifty or even
sixty miles a day mounted, which was a usual occurrence
on our sconts and raids. We did not know all of these things
when we were drilling in Camp Chase in the fall of 1861, but
before the regiment was mustered out — Neptember 13, 1865 —
we learned by experience that it was a reality.

On the cighth day of December the long looked for order
to “march to the front”™ was received, and it took a full day
and ni_g'ht to pack up and cook rations for the anticipated
campaign.

All day of the eighth was consumed in writing letters to
the tlc_:n' ones at home and sending a last loving message to
the “girl we left behind.”  Dut little sleep was had that night
!)y anyone, as many of the hoys took advantace of the last night
I camp to visit the city, and, as a result, came into camp all
lmm'.‘w of the night, many of them in a hilarious and boisterous
condition, much to the disgust of the infantry boys doing gunard



duty along the National Road, as squads of cavalrymen of from
six to a dozen would dash through the guard lines under the
spur velling like a lot of savages. Thus the night of the eighth
pdssed in a whirl of excitement, and just after day- bl’(“d]x of
the ninth the “genecral” was sounded, tents were .stlud\, and
the straw and debzris that had accumulated during over three
months’ encampment was fired, and for two or three hours we
were almost suffocated with the black, dense smoke from the
many fires all over the camp. Each soldier of the regiment had
been presented by the Sanitary Commission with a large cotton
comforter in camp, but very uncomfortable to pack, as they
were so large and cumbersome. Imagine a cavalry saddle with
the following load mailed on the pommel and the cantel and
you see the saddle of a trooper of the First Ohio Cavalry as
it appeared when packed for the first time: One double blanket,
one rubber talma, one overcoat, one shirt, an extra suit of under-
wear, socks, ete., one feed sack, one lariat rope, curry-comb and
brush, and one cotton comforter. When the saddle was packed
and ready for putting on the horse’s back, it was a fair rival in
appearance to a Pennsylvania moving wagon.

Each trooper had sufficient baggage for three, and it took
two of the boys to lift a saddle up on a horse’s back in saddling,
and when he mounfed the horses groaned under their heavy u)d(l
ITere we had our ﬁrst experience in “waiting for orders,” and
we had to wait two or three hours after haddhng, but finally,
much to our delight, we took up our line of march for the city.
It was a beautiful, sunshiny December day, and every soldier
who was in the regiment at that time will well remember that
march from C.unp Chase. Omne thousand cavalrymen, armed
and equipped in heavy marching orders, marching bv four along
the old National Road and throun*h the streets of Columbus
was a grand spectacle and one never to be forgotten. The boys
were all in high spirits and as we passed ’rhe old Four Mile
House, the gemal landlord of that famed hostelry, with his
family, were out on the long porch waving us good-bye, and
the boys were singing the “Girl I left behmd me,” little think-
ing that many of them were leaving their sweethearts for the
last time on earth.

Many of the boys in the regiment had enlisted from Colum-
bus and from Franklin, Madison, Union, Licking, Fairfield,
I’lck: vay and othor adjoining countieg, and as the word had
cone forth that we were to mareh on that day, scores of relatives
and friends had been attracted to the camp to bid their fathers,
brothers, sons and sweethearts good-bye and to see them off
for the war, and as was usual in all regiments that left for the
“front,” there were many sad farewells, and “Good-bye, God bless
and protect you” came from many a bleeding heart.

There were some amusing and exciting incidents, even in
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this quiet march to the city, as the loads were sorheavy .that
many of the saddles turned and the horses would become fmgh.t-
ened and run, and in some instances broke away from their
riders, after they were thrown or dismqunte«l, and some of the
well packed saddles were kicked to pieces by the fl'lght?ned
horses, and the big cotton comforters were badly demoralized.

The streets were lined by thousands of people, and as we

marched across High Street and out Broadway the regiment
was greeted by shouts and by waving of flags and handkerchiefs
all along the line, and hundreds of people followed tq the stock-
vards, cast of the depot, to see us on board the train.
) It took all the afternoon to load horses and baggage aboard
the cars, and we were ready to pull out just about dark, and the
men were marched down to the depot to take the passenger
coaches in waiting, and we were soon steaming toward the Queen
City with long trains of freight cars loaded with horses and bag.
gage following close behind.  We arrived in Cincinnati about
daybreak on the morning of the tenth sleepy, tired and hungry.
The work of unloading horses and baggage was commenced at
once and consumed the greater part of the forenoon, and, as will
be remembered, we marched through the market, and the boys
both amused themselves and replenished their haversacks by
running their sabers into the piles of fruit exhibited for sale,
much to the anxiety of the market venders. We marched to
the wharf, where several transports were steamed up waiting,
and by 3 o'clock P. M. we were all safely on board, with horses
on the lower decks, ready to start down the beautiful Ohio for
Lounisville.

The horses were closely crowded together, and the hissing
of the steam, the noise of the machinery, and the dashing of the
waves against the sides of the boat frightened the horses so
that some of them became almost wild and unmanageable, and
it was necessary to keep a very strong stable guard on all the
time to look after them. The floors were very slippery and at
times the swaying of the boat would cause them to slip and fall
and it was almost worth a man's life to 2o in among those wild,
stamping horses, and we were all very happy when we landed
at Louisville, Ky., on the morning of the eleventh — the first
cavalry reginient to enter that department excepting Wolford's
Kentueky regiment.

Reid says in his “Ohio in the War'™: “The First Ohio was
the nucleus of that host of cavalry which, under the leadership
of Stanley, Crook, Long, Nilpatrick, Minty, Millikin, Garrard,
Mitehell and Wilson achieved such trinmphs for the country
and fame for themselyes,™ .

Wewent into camp at Oakland, a fine park just outside of
the city limits, south west, and named it Camp Buell, in honor
of General Don Carlos Buell, Commander of the “Army of Ohio.”
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It was a beautiful camp with good drill grounds, and we resumed
drills and regular camp (hltleb at once, with mounted “dress
parades” and practice marches on the pikes leading out from
the city. Soon after our arrival at Camp Buell measles, that
disease much more to be dreaded among soldiers than smallpox,
broke out in the regiment, and as it was quite severe winter
weather, many of those taken down with the disease caught
cold and died, and with many others disease of throat and Iunos
resulted, which followed them through their army service, and
in some cases through life.

The regiment remained at Camp Buell, with nothing to
break the monotony of camp-life, only one incident, that many
members of the regiment will recall with a smile. By the order
of some one in duthorltv, and we understood at the time that
it was from Lieutenant-Colonel T. (. H. Smith in the absence of
Colonel Ransom, we were directed to have our sabers ground,
and we marched into the city, one company at a time, to a
machine shop, and had a razor edge put on our sabers, and we
then imagined that we were ready to go to chopping off heads
in the most approved order of modern warfare. Colonel Ransom,
on his return, was very indignant, and ordered us to dull the edges
by saber exercise and fencing, as they were very dangerous in
drilling with the saber when mounted, and besides it was against
the rules of civilized warfare. During the service of the regi-
ment we had many a laugh over our experience with our razor-
edged sabers at Camp DBuell.

We remained at Camp Buell drilling until the sixteenth day
of January, 1862, when we were ordered to join General Thomas
at Mill Springs, and marched out seven miles on the afternoon
of the sixteenth, and on the seventeenth we marched twenty-
five miles and camped on the banks of Salt River in a cornfield,
and as it had rained all day the mud was about boot-top deep,
and we passed a very uncomfortable night. On the eighteenth
we marched about twenty-five miles and camped on the banks
of “Rolling TPork,” and as the rain had poured down in torrents
all day we were drenched to the skin and chilled to the bone.

The site selected for the camp was on the side of a very
steep hill, so steep that it was not possible for a mule team
to pull a wagon up, and it was all we could do to c¢limb up dis-
mounted, leldlnn our horses., The wagons did not arrive until
after dark, and as we had no cooking utensils we could not make
any coffee, and all the supper we had was a cracker and a slice
of cold pork. But few tents were pitched, as it was so stony
that tent pins could not be driven, and the majority of the boys
stood around the fires or sat on their saddles beside a tree all
night. Two or three companies pitched their tents down in
the flat along the stream, and during the night the stream raised
HeLy suddenly and the water came « 10\"11 111\0 a mountain torrent
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and with such force that it washed off some of the saddles and
equipments before they could be taken to a place of sa.fe'ty.

1 do not think there is a soldier of the regiment now living
that was on that march but will remember it very distinctly,
and will unanimously agree that it was one of the most disa-
creeable day's marches, and that we passed in Camp Franken-
berger (as it was named in honor of our Quartermaster) one
of the most uncomfortable nights of our service during the war.

On the nineteenth we marched about sixteen miles and
camped near Lebanon, Caanp Smith, and received the news of
the battle of Mills Springs, fought that day and a great victory
for our army —— General Zollicoffer of the rebel army killed.
On the twenty-first marched through Lebanon and out on the
Somersett Pike about two miles, Camp McCook. Ilere the regi
ment resumed drill, and January 24 John Morgan made a dash
on our pickets and burned a church that was used as a tele-
graph oftice on the line from Lebanon to General Thomas’ head-
quarters at Mill Springs.  Three companies of the regiment were
sent in pursuit and drove the rebel cavalry to Green River,
taking a number prisoners.  After crossing the river the rebels
cut the bridge, and as the stream could not be forded, the pur-
suit was abandoned and the battalion returned to camp on the
twenty-ifth, and on the twenty-sixth another company was sent
out on a scout and to guard the telegraph line, and they cap-
tured a few more priseners.

This was onr first campaign against Morgan’s bold riders,
who were destined to give our regiment so much trouble during
the next four years. We remained in camp near Lebanon until
February 14 and kept up mounted drill every day with the usual
parades and guard mounting, with but one or two incidents
to break in on the monotony of camp life, and one was the dedi-
cating of the regimental colors, just received, to the cause of
the Union by appropriate ceremonies and a prayer by the regi-
mental Chaplain, Drake, and it was an impressive and beautiful
service,

Colonel Ransom having resigned while the regiment was
in camp at Louisville, in January the command devolved on
Lieutenant-Colonel T, 1, 1T, Smith, who commanded the regi-
nient up to iFebruary 14, when he was relieved by Colonel Minor
Milliken, who had been promoted to the Coloneley from the
Nenior Major of the regiment. There was much dissatisfaction
at the promotion of Colonel Millikin over Lieutenant-Ctolonel
Smith, and the officers waited on him in a body on his arrival —
February 13 — and requested him to resign, as it was thought hy
many 6f them who were his warm, personal friends, that it would
work oreat harm to the oreanization, and many of the officers
threatened to resign, but Colonel Millikin, by his soldierly con-
duct at all times and by his acknowledeed merit and ability and
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his gallantry upon the field, outlived all this prejudice and died
upon the batte-field “booted and spurred,” the idol of the regi-
ment.

On February 14 we broke camp at Lebanon, and as it had
snowed the night before, we had a very cold day’s march and
that night camped near the village of Fredricktown — about
fifteen miles distant — and pitched our tents on the snow.

At that time we had the old round Sibley tents and each
tent was provided with a Sibley stove made of sheet iron,
running up funnel-shaped about three feet high, and as there
was no bottom, it was set on the ground, and about two joints
of pipe completed the outfit. It was five or six feet from the
top of the pipe to the top of the tent, where there was a hole
around the center pole for the smoke to escape. Many times
the tent would be so full of smoke that we would all be com-
pelled to leave the tent to keep from smothering and put the
fire out, and all winter the boys looked like a band of red-eyed,
snlol\ed savages, and they prayed that they might be foru’er
after delivered from the curse of living in blblq tents with
Sibley stoves. That cold evening of Feledl} 14 our wagon
train had been delayed and did not come up until dark, and
we were cold and shivering around a little camp-fire for two
or three hours, and I think this is the first evening the boys
ever confiscated any hay, but as there were a number of hay-
stacks in sight, some venturesome fellow made a break, and in
a few minutes the hay was all in bundles, either to be fed to
the horses or put in the tents for beds, “as the case might be,”
according to the tactics.

On the fifteenth we marched to Bardstown and went into
“Camp Lytle,” and remained here until the twenty-fourth, and
during this time learned of the fall of Fort Henry and Fort
Donaldson, and some of the officers of the regiment were very
much worried and exercised for fear the war would close before
we got into a fight, but it proved that their fears were groundless,
as we learned within the next three and a half years by testing
steel with a worthy foe on many a hard-contested field.

February 24 brolke camp and started on the march for Louis-
ville, which we reached on the twenty-fifth, and lay in camp
until the twenty-seventh, then marched through the city and took
boats at Portland and sailed down the Ohio and reached Smith-
land, at the mouth of the Cumberland River, on the second of
March without any incident of note. We steamed up the Cum-
berland and passed Fort Donaldson on the fourth, and from
the boats had a fine view of the rebel batteries. This was our
first view of a battle-field, and was a scene long to be remem-
bered, as the timber along the river below the Fort was almost
mowed down by shot and shell from the gun-boats and batteries.
We also took a look at the old long, low white house, near the



river bank, where the rebel General, Floyd, took a last look
at the scenes of his former glory and then said to himself, “He
that tights and runs away, will live to fight another .day,” :}nd
then ran. Here were the wreck and ravages of war in reality,
and it made a profound impression on the members of the regi-
ment that has never been forgotten.

We arrived at Nashville on the seventh and went into camp
about two miles out from the city on the Charlotte pike, adjoining
a deer park, with many of these fleet-footed animals skipping
over the snow, as it had snowed a light skift and was quite cold.
On the ninth a raiding party of Texan Rangers made a dash
on our pickets and captured a number of men and horses. Our
cavalry made chase and captured the men and horses and sev-
eral prisoners, and among the prisoners captured was a brother
of John Morgan, and on the eleventh our pickets had another
brush with the rebel cavalry. We remained in camp, drilling
mounted every day until the fifteenth inst., when we received
marching orders. We started at 10 o’clock P. M. and made a
dash, as the advance of Buell’s Army, to save the bridge across
Duck River at Columbia, marched all night and reached Franklin
just after day-break on ihe sixteenth — Sunday morning — and
aroused the ¢itizens of that quiet town by n‘allopmw across the
bridge and up the main street, and the citizens rushed to their
doors and windows to view for the first time the “Yankee” cav-
alry. The ladies were all in negligee, with uncombed hair, and
were very much frightened at the early morning ‘\iders, and
we ;;:11101)0(1 on ﬂxrouuh the town without ]1a1f1nfr to give a Sun-
day morning salute to the\e fair Southern dau“hterﬁ. \\'0 halted
a mile or two from Franklin, fed our horses, loosed up saddle
girths, had a quick cup of coffee, and in an hour were again in
the saddle, moving rapidly forward.

About 10 o'clock passed through Spring Hill, just as the
Sunday worshippers were assembling at their churches, and
there was a general stampede across lots for their houses. Just
on the outskirts of the town we passed several omnibuses and
stages filled with an angust and badly-scared body of citizens,
wlm proved to be members of the Tennessee T‘(xgmldture hurry-
ing to their homes. But we had no time to waste on the wor-
x]np(lr,\ or the harmless members of the defunct Legislature of
Tennessee, and we moved 1 1])1'11v forward. We arrived at Duck
River at about 2 o'clock, just in time to give the rear gnard
of the rebel cavalry a parting salute and to find the brn]ge in
flames. The hlu]_«_:u burned down, and we did not attempt to
cross that evening, but exchanged a few shots with the rebel
pickets and went into camp.

On the seventeenth the advance of MeCooks Division arrived
and went into camp near our Brigade. On the ev ening of the
nineteenth Company K was called “to horse™ at 10 o'¢lock and
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were ordered to make a reconnoissance back toward Spring Hill.
The company moved out in a hurry and two or three miles froni
camp ran into the pickets of an Indiana cavalry regiment, the
advance guard of General Nelson’s Division. We (]mwed the
pickets on the full gallop and drove them back on the reserve,
and the reserve opened fire at once and thirty or forty &h()th
were fired, but fortunately no one was hurt, but two or three
horses were wounded, and we captured a number of prisoners
before we learned that they were our own men.

The officer in command of the picket was very angry and
threatened to arrest our officers, but explanations were soon
made and Company K took the pike and moved on into Spring
Hill, and on a hint from a Union man searched a furniture estab-
lishment and found a large number of rebel uniforms in coffins,
which they proceeded to confiscate and took them back to camp.

We remained in camp, sending out scouting parties every
day patroling the river and found all bridges burned, and on
the twenty-sixth the Third Battalion, composed of Companies
E, I, I and K, forded the river at Columbia by swimming their
horses across the stream, and took possession of that beautiful
town, renowned for its pretty girls, who, notwithstanding they
were hot-headed and bitter rebels, were soon flirting with the
gay cavalry boys. We were kept busy scouting after Jackson's
and Scott’s cavalry until Nelson’s Division commenced crossing
on the twenty-ninth by wading the stream, and on the thirtieth
the pontoon bridge was completed and the balance of the troops
commenced crossing rapidly. It was here that we first saw Gen-
eral Willich, who by his army experience and knowledge of mil-
itary matters, rendered valuable service when we forded the
stream. We had never had any experience in swimming our
horges and when we started into the stream marching by fonrs
and as the horses began to swim the fours were soon broken, and
]u it at this time our attentlon was attracted by an officer stand-
ing on the bank with long hair thrown back over his shoulders,
nextlculatlnﬂ and ﬂmu‘unﬂr loudly, “Do not break the fours.”
We did not Lnow what reason there was for this, but we endeav-
ored to keep our fours together the best we (:ould, and soon
learned that this was the only safe way to ford a stream by
swimming horses, as in that manner the horses support each
other, and they can swim much easier and it is more safe for
the men than to become scattered. Also when the infantry com-
menced crossing the pontoons a few days later, a regiment was
marching down to the bridge lead by a band keopinf* the step,
and as thev struck the bmdoe it commenced sw aying and would
have soon broken down had it not been that (xeuem] Willich
again came to the rescue, as he was standing on the bank and
shouted to the band to “stop playing” and for the “soldiers to
break the step.” It is well known among military men that a
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bridge that would stand the test of a large body of cavalry
or utlllm\ would break down under the xtep of a regiment of
illfdntl'\ with a band to keep the time,

We took a great many lessons in swimming our horses dur-
ing our service 111(1 soon learned that to swim a horse success-
fully the reins must not be touched and that a horse must be
given free head and guided by splashing water against the side
of his head with the h.lnd

We were on the move, scouting every day during our stay
at Columbia, and one of the most daring and hardest rides ever
made by any members of the regiment, was made by Sergeant
Joseph T l\enmldq and David \111’(, ()f Company F, who were
detailed t() carry dispatches from General Buell to General Grant
at Savannah, Tennessee, which is best told in the words of Cap-
tain Reynolds himself:

“On Sunday, March 30, 1862, the regiment was camped at
Colunibia, Tenn., being the advance of General Buell’s Army,
on its way to form a junction with that of General Grant’s at
Pittsburg Landing, Tenn. I had fallen asleep in my tent about
eleven o'clock that night and was awakened by some person
shaking me. It proved to be Captain Cupp, and he told me to
put on my clothes and c¢ome out as quickly as possible. We
walked to a distance from the company quarters out of earshot
of any other person, and he then informed me that there was a
dispatch from General Buell sent to the regiment aud that it
was to be carried to General Grant, somewhere on the Tennessee
River, and that he had orders to furnish two men to carry it;
that he had chosen me to go, and honored me by giving me the
privilege of choosing my ((mlpanmn I chose I)avld Ault, and
he then ordered us t() go and pick our horses from the eighty
or ninety horses that bel()nnod to the company, to carry ()nl\
our carbines and revolvers, and report to the Colonel’s quarters
as quu kly as possible.  On entering the tent we found Colonel
I. ¢ H. Smith, Captain Cupp and one or two others, whose
names I do not recolleet now, were present.  They had a com-
mon state map of Tennessee spread out, and by the dim light
of a tallow candle they tried to give ns some idea of where we
were to go and the route we were to take, and the knowledge
we ;:.11110(1 was very indefinite and unsatisfactory. The 01'(1(*1‘
from General Buell, under which we were to 2o, were read to
us, and with the dispateh handed over to us. Blli‘ﬂ\' the orders
were to ride as fast as horses conld go, and if those we were
riding gave out, to secure others by any means in our power;
if fired on, not to stop; to return the fire, but to ride on; and
if cut off from the road, to abandon the horses and take to the
woodss and under no circumstances, whatever, to allow the dis-
pateh to fall into the enemy’s hands.  We rode ont just about
midnight and took the pike, passed the plantations of the Polks
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and Pillows to the little town of Mount Pleasant. The night
was balmy and pleasant as a night in the latter part of May in
Ohio. The moon, at about her second quarter, was shining
brightly in the west. Just out of Mt. Pleasant the road formed
2 Y and we were at a loss to know which one to take, but we
took the right hand one and determined to make inquiry at the
first opportunity. I should have stated that in the orders read
to us at the Colonel's tent we were to go by New Market and
to pass that town, if possible, before daylight. After riding
on the right hand road for half or three-quarters of a mile, we
discovered a cabin on the other side of a high fence in the edge
of some woods. Giving Dave my horse and telling him to signal
me if anything unusual occurred, I climbed the fence, went to
the cabin and called out to the occupants, and after some delay
had just ascertained that we should have taken the other road,
when Dave gave a signal of danger. I rushed to the fence, clam-
bered over, and quickly mounted, wheeled around, and we gal-
loped back and took the other road, Dave in the meantime telling
me that there were mounted men approaching from the direction
that we had been traveling. Urging our horses to a brisk speed
we traveled mile after mile, without having any idea of time or
distance, through a country broken and rough, with a large part
of it covered with timber, over ordinary country roads. At
one time the road was so indistinet that we lost it and spent
some time in regaining it. After riding for what appeared to
be a long time, we discovered fires to our left about half a mile
away, and we were in doubt whether they were the camp-fires
of a body of troops or whether it was only fires from burning
the timber land that was being cleaned, but from the regularity
of their appearance judged that it was a camp. After riding
perhaps two miles, in crossing a small water course, we allowed
our horses a moment to get a little water, the moon having by
this time set, and it was quite dark. Dave touched me on the
arm, and as I raised my eves to look at him I saw what was a
mere coal of fire and indistinctly what appeared to be horses.
Without a word we spurred our tired horses forward, and as
we dashed past them we saw four cavalrymen with their horses
tied to the fence. They appeared to be confused and frightened
and did not fire on us. Whether they pursued us or fled, we
had no time to ascertain. Sometime afterward my horse failed,
and after searching three or four stables in the dark, I secured
a horse and we pushed on. Soon after this we passed a collec-
tion of cabins which we vainly hoped was New Market. But
as it became day-light we passed a cabin, the owner of which
was standing on his doorstep, and we passed ourselves on him
as belonging to Rody’s rebel cavalry, and found that Rody had
left New Market the day before, and was then satisfied that
it was his camp that we had passed. We scon reached Pointer’s
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charcoal iron furnace, and in his barn we found two good horses,
but were compelled to stand Mr. Pointer and two other white
men, all armed with pistols, backed by perhaps cighty or a hun-
dred colored people, with cocked carbines. The country here
was quite thickly settled and a town of two or three hundred
inhabitants a couple of miles away. Remember, this was in
1862, these people had never seen a U. 8. soldier, and knowing
full well, that after taking these horses by force, that capture
meant death by a rope, we hesitated about riding through New
Market. But knowing that delays were dangerous, we decided
to dash through and take the chances. Our horses were fine
and we rode very fast until within two or three miles of Savan-
nah, when I became so ill that T was compelled to dismount
and lie down. Dave carried the dispatch in and delivered it at
General Grant's headquarters. General Grant was absent, and
we were ordered to report them at 7 o’clock that evening. It
was then about 10 o’clock A. M., as near as I can recollect.
Dave came back and assisted me into town, and at 7 o’clock in
the evening we reported, as ordered, and were admitted into
General Grant’s presence.  After asking us many questions
about General Buell's army, where it was, etc., he ordered us
to report the next morning to carry a dispatch to the General
commanding the advance of Buell's army. 1 informed him that
I was not able to ride; but he did not c¢hange his order, and
we received the dispatch the next morning and carried it back
beyond New Market and met the 2nd Indiana Cavalry, and,
being completely worn out, we turned it over to the Colonel of
that regiment. We were taken before General Nelson that
evening for stealing Pointer’s horses, but on hearing the cir-
cumstances, complimented us and discharged us after compell-
ing us to give up the horses. There had been heavy artillery
firing that day in the direction of the Tennessee River, and he
appeared to be very uneasy and asked us many questions about
}nuttm's there, although we were able to give him very little
1nfnrm:1ti0n. How much tle delivery of these dispatches had
t:)' do with the .timol,v arrival of General Nelson'’s Division at
I‘ltfsb.lll‘g‘ Landing Sulday evening in time to save General
Grant s army from being driven into the Tennessee River, is
locked in the breasts of the dead and will probably never be
kl}m\'n, as I have sinee learned the distance was eighty-eight
miles, which we rode in about ten hours,” S

That Columbia had mere bewitching and pretty girls to
the number of inhabitants than any other town the First Ghio
Was ever stationed at, “eoes without saying,” and there were
many filrtations during our short stay, amd we left that fair
ety — the home of the Polks and the Pillews and other proxui-
nent famiiies — with many reorets,
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From Columbia to Pittsburg Landing.

On the first day of April the rear guard of the army crossed
Duck River and the regiment received marching orders. Early
on the morning of the second we left our pretty camp in the
east suburb of Columbia and marched out on the Mt. Pleasant
pike two or three miles, and went into camp to wait for the
infantry column of General Thomas’ division, to which we had
been attached, to pass.

The next day we passed through a beautiful country, pass-
ing the plantations of the Pillow’s and Ex-president James K.
Polk, the Polk homestead being the most beautiful and pictur-
esque in its surroundings of any we had ever seen in Tennessee,
and as the day was warm and balmy, all enjoyed the scenery
very much. We passed Mt. Pleasant, and here the pike ended,
and with it the fine country, and the country became poor, rough
and barren — wooded mostly with scrubby oak timber and 2
poor and uncultivated farming country. We passed some iron
and charcoal furnaces, which seemed to be about the only in-
dustry of the country, the roads were miserable, and we were
compelled to march very slowly on account of the wagon traing
and artillery. The regiment reached Waynesboro about noon,
Sunday, the sixth, and went into camp near this little village of
two or three hundred inhabitants. Here we first heard the can-
nonading of the first day’s battle of Pittsburg Landing, about
thirty miles distant, which continued with one steady roar all
the afternoon, and during all of that night we could hear the
regular boom of cannon, which we afterwards learned was the
gun-boats, Tyvler and Lexington, throwing shot and shell into
the rebei lines, while Buell’s army was disembarking from the
transports and forming their line of battle for the next day’s
victory. Tt rained very hard that night, and we marched at day-
break of the seventh on toward the roar of battle, that was
eetting more distinet each moment as we toiled on throngh mud
aund slough, for the roads were now almost impassable, and we
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began to overtake the wagon trains of Buell’s nd.vance. We
made frequent halts for the wagon trains and artillery horses
to rest a few minutes, and during these halts General Thomas
would ride back along the column with anxious looks and would
speak earnestly to some commander of a regiment or battery
and then move to the front again; but little did we know, as
did that brave old soldier, of the great disaster of the day before,
and how anxiously Grant was looking for his division. Some
of the infantry regiments had thrown their knapsacks down,
making a forced march. When night came on we did not
halt, but marched on in the darkness, and the further we
marched, the worse the roads became. Teams were becoming
exhausted, wagon tongues, single trees, and double trees were
breaking, and here and there we would pass a wagon piled up
just in the edge of the woods, so the columns could pass, with
mules unhitched eating, and drivers trying to repair their wagons
by the light of a little camp-fire, or improvising a pole for a
‘agon tongue. On we marched over that narrow road, mud
knee deep, cavalry, infantry, artillery, wagons, ambulances, all
floundering through the mud that inky dark night, and we could
scarcely distinguish a white wagon cover, mule drivers yelling
and swearing, Quartermasters striving to keep their trains closed
up, and officers urging the men forward.

About midnight a terrible rain storm came up, and the
lightning flashed, the thunder roared, and it seemed that the
artillery of the heavens were vieing with the artillery of the
battle-ficld of Shiloh, which had been roaring all day. Still on
we marched, and it seemed a perfect “bedlam” until finally we
halted, and whether by order or from sheer exhaustion, is very
uncertain.  The men were ordered to make themselves as com-
fortable as they could in any way, and a number made a rush
for a double log stable, which could be seen near the road by
the flashes of lightning, and, tieing our horses to the logs on
the outside, climbed np into the hay-mow — found no hay, but
lay down on the pole floor, glad to get out of the rain. The
lightning continued in a perfect blaze until about daybreak,
and we got but little rest, as the horses were pawing and snort-
ing all the time, and this, with the roar of the storm, made it
impossible to sleep.  We were glad to see daylight dawn again,
and it can be safely said that this was one of the hardest marches
and one of the most disagreeable nights the regiment ever passed
through in the service.

We found, on the morning of the eighth, that we were near
Navannaly, and we marched in early and bivouacked in the sub-
urbs, and learned of the great victory of the day before and
saws many wounded soldiers who had made their way down
from the battle-field. Onr wagons and sick men were sent down
to Clifton, a small town on the Tennessee River a few miles
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below Savannah, and the regiment was ordered to march up
on the north side of the river to Pittsburg Landing, distant about
eight miles, and the infantry and artillery of Thomas’ division
were taken up on the transports.

The rain had been so heavy that the streams were very
much swollen, and the flat country along the river was covered
with water.

We came to one stream with high banks, the current running
very swift, and as there was no ford, it seemed at first that we
could not make the crossing at that point. After a short halt,
a few of the more venturesome plunged in and swam their horses
across, but as the banks were steep on the opposite side, they
had hard work getting up, and there was great danger of the
horses falling back and injuring or drowning their riders. A
rude foot bridge was found a short distance down the stream,
and it was decided to let the horses swim across without their
riders. Bridle reins were tied up, and carbines taken off the
saddles, the column was led by two or three reckless fellows,
and the other horses were urged over the bank as rapidly as
possible, and soon a column of riderless horses were swimming
the stream, following each other like a flock of sheep, and the
men crossed rapidly on the foot bridge, caught their horses
on the other side, and in this manner the stream was safely
forded.

That night we went into camp on the north side of the river,
immediately opposite Pittsburg Landing, right on the river bank
and only a few yards from the gun boats, Tyler and Lexington,
anchored on the north side, with their black-mouthed guns glar-
ing out from the port-holes. Our camp was in an old cane-field,
without any tents, as they were all with the wagon trains. The
sky had cleared up during the day, and the sun came out warm
and everything seemed favorable for a good night’s rest. Most
of the men made their beds in the old furrows of the plowed
field, first gathering and throwing down some old cane stocks.
During the night another rain storm came up, and it poured
down in torrents. The furrows were soon filcoded, the men com-
pletely soaked, and for the balance of the night all they could
do was to stand or sit against the trees along the river bank.

The next morning, the ninth, we were a well drenched and
sorry-looking set, and how we envied the gun-boat boys as they
came out on the decks in their neat, clean, jaunty uniforms and
polished shoes!

During the forenoon we boarded the transports and were
transferred across the river to Pittsburg Landing, which con-
sisted of two or three old houses, of which one was log, and it
was simply a landing for loading cotton, and the high bank
was cut down to an easy incline, and as soon as the regiment
commenced landing, we could begin to see some of the effects



of the battle of the two previous days. Wounded and dead men
were lying along the bank, and some of them almost to the edge
of the water, just as they had been carried down with hundr edb
of the other wounded to be loaded on the hospital boats, and
many had died of their wounds before they could be transferred
to the boats,  Around the landing there was a broad plateau,
clear and bare, of several acres, and here stood a few pieces
of artillery with blackened muzzles toward the battle-field, where
they had been belching forth shot and shell for two days. It
was a busy scene around the landing, many transports and hos
pital boats were in the river, thousands of rations and tons of
supplies were being unloaded from the boats, and loaded into
the hundreds of wagons from the front. Ambulances were still
bringing in the wounded, wagons were hauling in the dead,
and they were being piled up like cord wood beside the long
trenches being dug, in which they were to be buried in their
coats of blue, many of them not even wrapped in their army
blankets. Such was the scene that greeted us as we marched
across the plateau at Pittsburg Landing that April day in 1862,
the first, and it may be truly said, one of the worst battle-fields
we saw during the war, as the rear of anv .n’mv after a battle
always looks domom‘l?od and has ail the sickening and depress-
ing scenes.

As we moved out a few hundred yards to the edge of the
timber, we began to see the effects of the shells from the gunm-
hoats and batteries. Limbs from the trees, in some mhtdn,ceh
a foot or more in diameter, were cut off, some low down and
others in the tops of the trees, while the bodies of the large trees
were pierced with solid shot, and some of them \plit and torn
and almost ready to fall. Prol\en guns, carriages, eaissons and
wheels were seattered thick, and on every side could be seen
the results of the carnage and wreck of battle.

The regiment marched out about a mile and bivouacked,
as we had no tents, and out that distance it was a regular sea
of mud. Teams made no pretense of following a ro dd, as there
was no road to be seen, and a team of four horses hitched to
2 caisson loaded with one bale of hay, weighing from three to
four hundred pounds, would sometimes mire (1<)Wn and stick fast.

Dead horses were to be seen everywhere, swollen up and
civing out a terrible stench, as the sun was coming down hot,
and as the ground was wet, wherever the cround was cleared
a hot and sickening steam was rising. All the water we had
for drinking and (()n]\mn was from ﬂw ravines, gullies and rivu-
lets, all lwmn fed by water from the eround covered by dead
soldiers, mnl('\ and horses,

We bivouacked on the hattle-field until the seventeenth of
April, under these conditions, hefore our tents arrived. as we
had not scen them since the sivth, and there vwor not twenty-
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four hours passed during those twelve days but that there was
a soaking rain, and our blankets and clothing were never dry.

We kept big fires of logs burning almost continuously to
dry our clothing, blankets and equipments, and devised all kinds
of plans to keep our blankets up off the wet ground, and to keep
our arms and ammunition dry. Many of the soldiers cut poles
with their hatchets about ten or twelve feet long, and put about
three of them together, one end of them on a log and the othesr
on the ground. On these poles they would first lay their saddle
blankets, and then their sleeping blankets, and if it was not too
cold their overcoats, and at the head of the bed, next to the
log, lay their carbines, sabers, revolvers, cross-wise, and then
the ammunition, and on top of this their saddles for a pillow,
and, as is well known, a cavalry saddle is a wooden tree cov-
ered with raw hide, so it is not a very downy pillow. His bed
was soon all ready, and, lyving down and covering himself with
his rubber blanket or talma, he was ready for the rain, and if
he was a six-footer, he had to keep himself pretty well curled
up or his feet or head would be out in the rain.

One of the first things a soldier must learn is to take care of
himself, make the best of everything and no grumbling, and,
as the “Yankees” say, “be shifty.”

During the two weeks we were on the battle-field in rainy
and miserable weather, without our tents, the soldier learned
many things about caring for himself that was of good service
to him throughout the war.

The first few days the members of the regiment put in much
of the time in looking over the battle-field, and as there were
many soldiers yet unburied, they saw, in some places, the dead
lying so near each other that they could step from one to the
other. In a spot of about three acres of cleared ground we
counted seventy dead rebels who had been killed while making
a charge across this little space of ground against a thicket
of small trees, the bushes of which were riddled and almost
mowed down by musket balls.

The regiment was put on picket duty at once, and each day,
as the line advanced, we could see fresh evidence of the rout and
stampede of the rebel army, by the wreck and debris left behind
in their hurried retreat. Tents were here and there standing
with hundreds ef stands of small arms scattered over their
camps, with flonr meal and camp equipage. At one place was
about half a wagon load of bowie knives, made out of old files,
butcher knives, with leather scabbards and sheathes.

About ten days after the battle, when the regiment was
on picket, some of the boys discovered twenty-four dead rebels
Iying near together in two rows, with feet towards each other,
and a space of a yard or two between, as if they had been in
a hospital tent and died of their wounds, and then the tent
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had been removed. Some of them had haversacks and others
canteens strung across their shoulders, and they were swollen
and their faces blackened beyond recognition.

Word was sent back to the camps and a detail of infantry
was sent out to bury them, which was certainly a very disagree-
able duty.
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Battle of Pittsburg Landing, or Shiloh.

April 6 and 7, 1862.

The First Ohio Cavalry was not under fire in the battle
of Pittsburg Landing, yet it was a part of the army of Ohio
which, under General Buell, contributed very largely to the vie-
tory of our army in the second day’s battle, and the members
of the regiment take a just pride in that fact.

The regiment occupied the field the day after the battle
and was actively engaged with the advance of the army during
the siege of Corinth from April 8 until May 30, the date of the
evacuation of that stronghold. Ior that reason I have thought
best to publish some extracts from the pens of prominent com-
manders of both the Union and Confederate army, as it will
be a subject of interest to every soldier who participated in
that campaign. It is not unjust to any commander; then let
each reader study the history of that great battle carefully and
draw his own conclusions as to the much discussed question,
“Was Grant’s army surprised on the morning of April 6, 1862?77

It was the third greatest battle of the war and was fought
without rifle pit, earth works or barricades of any kind — an
open field fight between the flower of the Northern and Southern
armies.

The rebel army, under Johnson, had 49,444 men with twenty
batteries of artillery, making about eighty pieces, while Grant
in the first day's battle had 37,335 men and fifty pieces of artil-
lery. In the second day’s fight General Lew Wallace came up
with his division of 7,564 men and twelve pieces of artillery, and
Buell arrived with the army of Ohio, with about 20,000, mak-
ing a grand total in both armies of 114,343 soldiers who took
part in the battle, making 258 organizations, and the losses
aggregated nearly 30,000.

In the National Cemetery at Pittsburg Landing there are
buried nearly 4,060 Union Soldiers, and on the battle-field 4,000
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Confederate soldiers are buried: besides these, many of the
dead of both armies were taken north and south by their friends
and buried at home. No great battle of the war has been so
much discussed as the battle of Shiloh, the great question being,
Was Grant's army surprised, and would his army have been
defeated and driven into the Tennessee River, had it not been
for the timely arrival of the Army of Ohio, commanded by Gen-
eral Buell, on the evening of the first day’s battle?

Whether or not it was a surprise, it is not the province
of the writer of a regimental history to discuss. A historian,
in writing of the battle of Shiloh, says: “We cannot find infalli-
bility in mortal man, to err is human.” “Our Generals were then
struggling with the theories of war, and it was necessary, as
it now seems, at Shiloh to go through the red hot, boiling, seeth-
ing caldron of disaster, which would be such a bitter experience
th‘lt forever after no enemy caught them napping.”

Johnson's line of battle was formed one and one-half miles
in front of Sherman’s camp at 3 o'clock Raturday afternocn,
April 5, 1862, and the attack would have been made that evei-
ing, but Bragg's corps did not get into position until 6 o'clock.
About this time Sherman was sending dispatches to Grant, in
which he said, “All is quiet along my lines, I do not apprehend
anything like an attack upon our position.” The army did
not seem to have any thought of danger at that time, vet the
whole Confederate army was in line of battle only a mile and
one-half in front of our camps at 6 o'clock Saturday evening,
and at 5 o'clock the next morning the battle was opened.

An officer who was on the field all day and saw Granrt,
writes thus of the battle:. “No great battle was fought under
such peculiar circumstances, no battle ever had so much history,
and of no battle was so little truth known after it was over.”
“All was ignorance before the battle; all was confusion during
the battle; all was conjecture and rumor after the barttle.”

The bone of contention has been not only as to the surprise
at Shiloh, but also whether Grant gave full credit to the Army
of Ohio, commanded by General Buell, for the victery in the
last day’s battle.

The following communications from Buell to Grant a few
dayx before the battle show how Buell was making every effort
to reach Savannah before Grant’s army was attacked.

(Reries I, Volume 10, Part 2, Pace 70.)

Camp near ('nlumbiu. Tenn.. via Nashville,
March 27, 1862, 9% AL DML
Major-General Halleck
[ arrived here w\tvnlm The progress of the bridge over
Duck River has been much slower than I expected, bur the difi-
culties have been greater than I supposed. 11ind that the bridge
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cannot be ready for crossing until Monday. 1 shall then move
rapidly forward. My messenger returned last night from Gen-
eral Grant with a communication dated the twenty-fourth and
verbal information that he is cutting a road. No information
of interest.

D. C. BUELL, Major-General.

(Series I, Volume 10, Part 2, Page 91.)

Camp Three Miles West of Waynesborough,
4, 4, 1862
General Grant, savannai:

I shall be in Savannah myself to-morrow with one, per-
haps two, divisions. Can 1 meet you there? Iave you any
information for me that should affect my movements? What
of your enemy and your relative positions; what force at Flor-
ence or Corinth?  We will require forage as soon as we arrive
and provisions in two or three days after. Has a steamer ar-
rived with a bridge for me?

D. ¢. BUELL, Commanding.

Also the following dispatch from Grant to Halleck is of
interest:

(Neries I, Volume 10, Part 2, Page 67.)

Savannah, March 26, 1862( via Paducah, 3, 27).
Major-General H. W. Halleck, St. Louis, 3o.:

My scouts are just in with a letter from General Buell. The
three divisions coming this way are yet on the east side of Duck
River, detained bridge building. Rebel cavalry are scattered
through from here to Nashville gathering supplies. Through
citizens I ledrn that a large quantity of pork for the Southern
army is in store forty miles below here. 1 have boat and detail
now getting it. No news from Corinth.

U. 8. GRAXNT, Major-General.

The foliowing extract from the reports of General Grant
shows that at that time he appreciated very highly the efficient
service of the Army of the Ohio, whatever may have been written
or said by him since the war.

(Series I, Volume 10, Part 1, Page 108.)

Reports of Gen. U. 8. Grant, U. 8. Army, commanding Army
of the Tennessee.
Pittsburg, April 7, 1862.
Yesterday the rebels attacked us here with an overwhelm-
ing force. driving our troops in from their advance position to
near the Lauding. (ieneral Wallace was immediately ordered
up from Crump's Landing, and in the evening one division of
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General Buell’s army and General Buell in person arrived. Dur-
ing the night one other division arrived, and still another to-day.
This morning, at the break of day, I ordered an attack, which
resulted in a fight which continued until late this afternoon,
with severe loss on both sides, but a complete repulse of the
enemy. I shall follow to-morrow far enough to see that no
immediate renewal of an attack is contemplated.
U. 8. GRANT, Major-General.
Major-General H. W. Halleck, St. Louis Mo.

Pittsburg, Tenn. (via Savannah), April 8 1862.
Enemy badly routed and tleeing towards Corinth. Our cav-
alry, supported by infantry, are now pursuing him, with instrue-
tions to pursue to the swampy grounds near PPea Ridge. I want

transports here for our wounded.
U. 8. GRANT.

(Series I, Volume 10, Part 1, Pages 108, 109, 110, 111.)

Extract from report of U. 8. Grant.
Pittsburg, Tenn., April 8§ 1862.

Captain: — It becomes my duty again to report another
battle fought between two great armies, one contending for the
maintenance of the best Government ever devised, the other
for its destruction. It is pleasant to record the suecess of the
army contending for the former principle.

On Sunday morning our pickets were attacked and driven
in by the enemy. Immediately the five divisions stationed at
this place were drawn up in line of battle, ready to meet them.
The battle soon waxed warm on the left and centre, varying
at times to all parts of the line. The most continuous firing of
musketry and artillery ever heard on this continent was kept up
until night-fall, the enemy having forced the entire line to fall
back nearly half way from their camps to the Landing.

At a late hour in the afternoon a desperate attempt was
made by the enemy to turn our left and get possession of the
Landing, transports, ete.  This point was guarded by the gun-
boats Tyler and Lexington, Captains Gwin and Shirk, U. S. Navy,
commanding, four 20-pounder Parrot guns and battery of rifled
guns.  As there is a deep and impassable ravine for artillery or
cavalry, and very difficult for infantry, at this point, no troops
were stationed here, except the necessary artilleries and a small
infantry force for their support. Just at this moment the
advance of Major-General Buell's column (a part of the division
under General Nelson) arrived, the two (Generals named hoth
being present. An advance was immediately made upon the
point of attack and the enemy soon driven back. In this repulse
much is due to the presence of the gun-boats Tvler and L.exing:-
ton, aid their able commanders, Captains €hwin and Shirk.
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During the night the divisions under Generals Crittenden
and McCook arrived. General Lewis Wallace, at Crump’s Land-
ing, six miles below, was ordered at an early hour in the morning
to hold his division in readiness to be moved in any direction
to which it might be ordered. At about 11 o’clock the order
was delivered to move up to Pittsburg, but owing to its being
led a circaitous route did not arrive in time to take part in
Sunday’s action.

During the night all was quiet, and feeling that a great
moral advantage would be gained by becoming the attacking
party, an advance was ordered as soon as the day dawned. The
result was a gradual repulse of the enemy at all parts of the
line from morning until probably 5 o’clock in the afternoon,
when it became evident the enemy was retreating. Before the
close of the action the advance of General T. .J. Wood’s division
arrived in time to take part in the action.

My force was too much fatigued from two days’ hard fight-
ing and exposure in the open air to a drenching rain during
the intervening night to pursue immediately.

Night closed in cloudy and with heavy rain, making the
roads impracticable for artillery by the next morning. General
Sherman, however, followed the enemy, finding that the main
part of the army had retreated in good order.

Hospitals of the enemy’s wounded were found all along
the road as far as pursuit was made. Dead bodies of the enemy
and many graves were also found.

General Buell, coming on the field with a distincet army long
under his command, and which did such efficient service, com-
manded by himself in person on the field, will be much better
able to notice those of his command who particularly distin-
guished themselves than I possibly can.

The country will have to mourn the loss of many brave
men who fell at the battle of Pittsburg, or Shiloh, more prop-
erly. The exact loss in killed and wounded will be known in
a day or two. At present I can only give it approximately at
1,500 killed and 3,500 wounded.

The loss of artillery was great, many pieces being disabled
by the enemy’s shots and some losing all their horses and many
men. There were probably not less than 200 horses killed.

The loss of the enemy in killed and left upon the field
was greater than ours. In wounded the estimate cannot be
made, as many of them must have been sent back to Corinth and
other points. The enemy suffered terribly from demoralization.

(Reries T, Volume 10, Part 1, Pages 111 and 112.)
General Orders No. 34
Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
Pittsburg, April 8 1862,
The General commanding congratulates the troops who so
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gallantly maintained, repulsed and routed a numerically superior
force of the enemy, composed of the flower of the Southern
army, commanded by their ablest Generals, and fought by them
with all the desperation of despair.

In numbers engaged, no such contest ever took place on
this continent; in importance of results, but few such have
taken place in the history of the world.

Whilst congratulating the brave and gallant soldiers, it
becomes the duty of the General commanding to make special
notice of the brave wounded and those killed upon the field.
Whilst they leave friends and relatives to mourn their loss, they
have won a nation’s gratitude and undying laurels, not to be
forgotten by future generations, who will enjoy the blessings
of the best government the sun ever shone upon, preserved by
their valor. .

By order of Major-General U. 8. Grant:

JOHN A. RAWLINS, Asst. Adjutant-General.

Gen. Alfred Roman, in his history of “The Military Opera-
tions of General Beauregard, during the War,” writes very en-
tertainingly, and the following extracts from his history give
a view of the beginning of the battle of Shiloh from the Confed-
erate side. He says:

“Our forces could not get into position for battle until late
on the afternoon of the fifth — too late to commence the action
on that day. As soon as it had become evident that the day
was too far advanced for a decisive engagement, General Johns-
ton called the corps and reserve commanders together in an
informal council, on the roadway, near his temporary headquar-
ters, within less than two miles of those of General Sherman,
at the Shiloh meeting-house. Our plan of operations had been
foiled by the tardiness of our troops in starting from Corinth,
followed Dby such delayed and noisy demonstrations on the
march, that a surprise, which was the basis of his plan, was now
scarcely to be hoped for; that ample notice of our proximity for
an aggeressive movement must have been given through the con-
flict of our cavalry, on the preceding day, with the enemy’s
reconnoitering force, and the prolongation of our presence in
front of their positions before the hour for battle, next morning;
that the Federal army would, no doubt, be found intrenched to
the eves, and ready for our attack. We knew from the careful
examination of Colonel Crocket, the Federal officer captured on
the fourth, that up to the evening of that day there were no
}n'vnst'\\'(n-l‘:s; but the several warnings given by the confiict
i which he was captured, the noisy incidents of the next day's
march and reconnoisance, and our presence in full force on the
fl}(;};J(Aij"lli i;f{':(:;;:(]::):;:l\ I\(Af]m'()- t]}(‘ :111;1('1(, were facts which forced

‘ K o o believe the Federals would surely use
the ample time they had, during that night, to throw up intrench-
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ments sufficient for the repulse of our raw troops.”

“Qur forces, as they had arrived on the afternoon of the
fifth, at the intersection of the Griersford (Lick Creek) and Ridge
Roads, from Corinth to Pittsburg, less than two miles from the
Shiloh meeting-house, were formed into three lines of battle;
the first, nnder General Hardee, extended from near Owl Creek,
on the left, to near Lick Creek, on the right, a distance of less
than three miles, and somewhat oblique to the IFederal front
line of encampments, being separated from it, on the right,
by about one and a half miles, and on the left, about two miles.
General Hardee’s command not being sufficiently strong to oc-
cupy the whole front, it was extended on the right by (;leden 8
brigade, of General Bmg,g corps, and his artlllerv was formed
immediately in his rear, on the main Pittsburg road. Iis cav-
alry protected and supported his flanks. The second line, about
five hundred yards in rear of the first, was composed of the rest
of General Bragg’s troops, arranged in the same order. General
Polk’s corps, formed in column of brigades, deployed on the left
of the Pittsburg road, between the latter and Owl Creek. The
front of the column was about eight hundred yards in rear of
the center of General Bragg’s left wing, and each brwade was
followed immediately by its battery.”

“General Polk’s cavalry supported and protected his left
flank. Breckenridge’s command occupied a corresponding posi-
tion behind General Bragg’s right wing, between the Pittsburg
road and Lick Creek. His cavalry protected and supported his
right flank. The two latter commands constituted the reserve,
and were to support the front lines of battle by being deployed,
when required on the right and left of the Pittsburg road, or
otherwise, according to exigencies.”

“Our pickets had been thrown out well in advance of our
first line of battle, not far from the enemy’s position, without
seeing or discovering any of his pickets or outposts. Such an
oversight on the part of the Federal commanders is really unac-
countable, unless they chese to overlook that important maxim
of war: ‘Never despise an enemy, however weak and insignifi-
cant he may appear.””

“So near to each other were the opposing forces, that, hear-
ing a loud beating of drums about the hour of tattoo, and believ-
ing it proceeded from our lines, General Beauregard immediately
dispatched a staff officer with orders to suppress such thought-
less and imprudent sounds. The staff officer returned shortly
afterwards and reported that the noise General Beauregard had
heard, and was desirous of quieting, came not from our troops,
but from the enemy’s encampment in our front. Later in the
evening, a Federal Assistant Surgeon and his orderly, riding
out on some night excursion, crossed our picket lines and were
captured. They were speechless with astonishment when
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brought to (enerals Johnston and Beauregard, at beholding so
large a force within striking distance of their own camps, where
all was now silent and repose, and where none suspected the
approaching storm. From them we learned that General Grant
had returned for the night to Savannah.”

“Before 5 o'clock A. M. on the sixth of April, General
Hardee's pickets, driving in those of General Prentiss, encoun-
tered some companies of the Federal advance guard, and a desul-
tory firing began.”

“Notwithstanding the bold movements of the Confederate
cavalry on the previous evening, and the noise of the conflict
sinee dawn, General Sherman remained under the belief that
no more than a strong demonstration was intended, until nearly
eight o’clock, when, seeing the Confederate bayonets moving
in the woods beyond his front, he ‘became satisfied, for the first
time, that the enemy designed a determined attack’ on the entire
Federal camp.”




Battle of Pittsburg Landing.

Grant in his Memoirs has this to say of Buell and the Army
of Ohio and the battle of Shiloh:

“On one occasion during the day I rode back as far as the
river and met Buell, who had just arrived; I do not remember
the hour, but at that time there probably were as many as four
or five thousand stragglers lying under cover of the river bluff,
panic-stricken, most of whom would have been shot where they
Jay, without resistance, before they would have taken muskets
and marched to the front to protect themselves. This meeting
between General Buell and myself was on the dispatch-boat,
used to run between the landing and Savannah. It was brief
and related especially to his getting his troops over the river.
As we left the boat together, Buell’s attention was attracted
by the men lying under cover of the river bank. I saw him
berating them and trying to shame them into joining their regi-
ments, he even threatened them with shells from the gun- boats
near by, but it was all to no effect. I have no doubt that this
sight impressed General Buell with the idea that a line of retreat
would be a good thing just then. Before any of Buell’s troops
had reached the west bank of the Tennessee, firing had almost
entirely ceased; anything like an attempt on the part of the
enemy to advance had ceased. There was some artillery firing
from an unseen enemy, some of his shells passing beyond us;
but I do not remember that there was the whistle of a single
musket-ball heard. As his troops arrived in the dusk, General
Buell marched several of his regiments part way down the face
of the hill, where they fired briskly for some minutes, but T
do not think a single man engaged in this firing received an
injury.

“Victory was assured when Wallace arrived, even if there
had been no other support. I was glad however to see the
reinforcements of Buell and credit them with doing all there
was for them to do. During the night of the sixth the remainder
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of Nelson's division, Buell's army, erossed the river and were
ready to advance in the morning, forming the left wing. Two
other divisions, Crittenden’s and MecCook’s, came up the river
from Savannah in the transports and were on the west bank
early on the seventh, Buell commanding them in person. We
had now become the attacking party, the enemy was driven
back all day, as we had been the day before, until finally he
beat a precipitate retreat.

“The criticism has often been made that the Union troops
should have been intrenched at Shiloh. Up to that time the
pick and spade had been but little resorted to at the West. 1
had, however, taken this subject under consideration soon after
reassuming command in the field, and, as already stated, my
only military engineer reported unfavorably. Besides this, the
troops with me, officers and men, needed discipline and drill
more than they did experience with the pick, shovel and axe.

“The admissions of the highest Confederate officers engaged
at Shiloh make the claim of the victory for them absurd. The
victory was not to either party until the battle was over. It

ras then a Union victory, in which the Armies of the Tennessee
and the Ohio both participated. But the Army of the Tennessee
fought the entire rebel army on the sixth and held it at bay
until near night; the night alone closed the conflict and not
the three regiments of Nelson'’s division.”

The following extracts from General W. T. Sherman’s
Memoirs will be of interest:

“I always acted on the supposition that we were an invading
enemy; that our purpose was to move forward in force, make
a lodgment on tacties of Fort Donelson, by separating the rebels
in the interior from those at Memphis and on the Mississippi
River. We did not fortify our camps against an attack, because
we had no orders to do so and because such a course would have
made our raw men timid. At a later period of the war, we
could have rendered this position impregnable in one night, but
at this time we did not do it, and it may be it is well we did not.
.Bnt thus far we had not positively detected the presence of
infantry, for cavalry regiments generally had two guns along,
anfl [ supposed the guns that opened on us on the evening of
Friday, April 4, belonged to the cavalry that was hovering along
our wlm.lo front.  On Raturday, April 5, the enemy’s eavalry
was again very bold, coming well down to our front; vet I did
not E)nluxv(* they designed anything but strong demonstration.
On Sunday morning early, the sixth inst., the enemy drove our
advance ,‘-""ﬂl‘fl back on the main body, when 1 ordered under
arms all my division. About 8 A. M. T saw the glistening bayo-
nets of heavy masses of infantry to our left front in the woods
b(‘.‘"”_ld Th.(' small stream alluded to, and became satisfied for
the first time that the enemy designed a determined attack on
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our whole camp. The battle opened by the enemy’s battery,
in the woods to our front, throwing shells into our camp. Here
I saw for the first time, April 7, the well ordered and compact
columns of General Buell’s Kentucky forces, whose soldierly
movements at once gave confidence to our newer and less dis-
ciplined men. Here I saw Willich’s regiment advance upon
a point of water-oaks and thicket, and behind which I knew
the enemy was in great strength, and enter it in beautiful style.
Then arose the severest musketry-fire I ever heard, and lasted
some twenty minutes. The enemy had one battery close by
Shiloh, and another near the Hamburg road, both pouring grape
and canister upon any column of troops that advanced upon
the green point of water-caks. Willich's regiment had been
repulsed, but a whole brigade of McCook’s division advanced
beautifully, deployed and entered this dreaded wood. I ordered
my second brigade (then commanded by Colonel T. Kilby Smith,
Colonel Stuart being wounded) to form on its right, and my
fourth brigade, Colonel Buckland, on its right, all to advance
abreast with this Kentucky brigade before mentioned, which
I afterwards found to be Rousseau’s brigade of McCook’s
division.

“I am ordered by General Grant to give personal credit when
I think it is due, and censure where I think it is merited. I
concede that General McCook’s splendid division from Kentucky
drove back the enemy along the Corinth road, which was the
great centre of this field of battle, where Beauregard commanded
in person, supported by Bragg’s, Polk’s and Breckenridge’s divi-
sions. Probably no other battle of the war gave rise to such
wild and damaging reports. It was publicly asserted at the
North that our army was taken by surprise; that the rebels
caught us in our tents, bayoneted the men in their beds, that
General Grant was drunk; that Buell’s opportune arrival saveil
the Army of the Tennessee from utter annihilation, ete. These
reports were in a measure sustained by the published opinions
of Generals Buell, Nelson and others, who had reached the steam-
boat landing from the east, just before nicht-fall of the sixth,
when there was a large crowd of frightened, stampeded men, who
clamored and declared that our army was all destroyed and
beaten. General Grant also explained to me that General Buell
had reached the bank of the Tennessee River opposite Pittsburg
Landing, and was in the act of ferrying his troops across at
the time he was speaking to me. About an hour afterward, just
before dark, General Buell himself rode up to where I was,
accompanied by Colonels Fry, Michler, and others of his staff.
I was dismounted at the time, and General Buell made of me
a good many significant inquiries, matters and things generally.
By the aid of a manuscript map made by myself, I pointed out
to him our positions as they had been in the morning, and our
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then positions; I also explained to him that my right then
covered the bridge over Lick Creek by which we had all day
been expecting Lew Wallace; that McClernand was on my left,
Hurlbut on his left, and so on. But Buell said he had come
up from the landing and had not seen our men, of whose exist-
ence in fact he seemed to doubt. Buell said that Nelson’s,
McCook’s and Crittenden’s divisions of his army, containing
eighteen thousand men, could cross over in the night, and be
ready for next day’s battle. I argued that with these reinforce-
ments we could sweep the field. Buell seemed to mistrust me
and repeatedly said he did not like the looks of things, espe-
cially about the boat-landing, and I really feared he would not
cross over his army that night, lest he shonld become involved
in our great disaster. Buell did cross that night, and the
next day we assumed the offensive and swept the field, thus
gaining the battle decisively. The enemy having forced the
centre line to fall back nearly half way from their camps to
the landing, at a late hour in the afternoon a desperate effort
was made by the enemy to turn our left and get possession of
the landing, transports, ete. The point was guarded by the
gun-boats Tyler and Lexington, Captains Given and Shirk com-
manding, with four twenty-one pounder Parrott guns, and a
battery of rifled guns. As there is a deep, but impassable ravine
for artillery or cavalry, and very difficult for infantry at this
point, no troops were stationed here except necessary artillerists
and a small infantry force for their support. Just at this moment
the advance of Major-General Buell’s column and part of the
division of General Nelson’s arrived, the two (Generals named
both being present. An advance was immediately made upon
the point of attack, and the enemy soon driven back. During
all of that day we fought, and night found us a mile to the rear
of our camp, which was in possession of the enemy. The next
day we regained the grounds steadily and about 4 P. M. T was
again on horse-back near our old camp. The tents were still
standing, though riddled with bullets. At the picket rope in
front lay two of my horses dead. The dead bodies of men in
blue and gray lay around thick, side by side, and scraps of paper
showed what was a fact, that Beauregard, Breckenridge and
Bragg, old personal friends, had slept the night before in my
camp, and had carried away my seant bedding.”
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From Pittsburg Landing to Corinth.

April and May, 1862.

After the battle of Pittsburg Landing the army was reor-
ganized and the regiment was attached to the Tth Division,
composed of the following organizations.

Seventh Division (First Division, Army of the Ohio.)

Brigadier Geo. H. Thomas.
First Brigade.
17th Ohio,
12th Kentucky,
31st Ohio,
38th Ohio.
Second Brigade.
4th Kentucky,
10th Kentucky,
10th Indiana,
14th Ohio.
Third Brigade.
2na Minnesota,
9th Ohio,
35th Ohio,
18th U. 8.
Artillery.
1st Michigan, Battery D,
1st Ohio,
4th U. 8. (1 battery).
Cavalry.
1st Ohio.
The movement of the army from Pittsburg Landing com-

menced at once and during the siege of Corinth the regiment
was on duty almost continuously picketing or scouting until
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Corinth was evacuated by the enemy on the night of May 29.

The country between the landing and Corinth, twenty lni.les
distant, was miserable, and usually the farms were small, build-
ings poor, and the water was very bad, as the streams were
small, well water bitter, and in some parts of the country the
only water for use was from ponds and swamps. The timber
was generally small and scrubby, with a few acres cleared
around the houses, and the whole country presented a general
forsaken and forlorn appearance, as the people had nearly all
abandoned their homes.

The heavy siege guns were dragged through the mud by
oxen, as many as ten yoke were hitched to one gun, and the
progress on the march was very slow, as in many places cor-
duroy bridges had to be built across the swamps and low ground,
and until about the tenth of May the whole country was a sea
of mud, and for some days the army would be at a standstill,
as the roads were impassable. The regiment had a great deal
of picket duty to do, and that too, in front of the infantry, and
it was a very hard, dangerous service, as we were at times in
such close proximity to the enemy that the pickets could not
be changed during the night, so they were compelled to stand
on post from dark till daylight.

Some nights there would be a great deal of firing on the
picket lines, and it was not an unusual occurrence for the reserve
to be called to horse and mount a half dozen times during the
night.

As there was so much timber, it was a very hard place
for cavalry to operate, and the reserve would lay in line all
night holding their horses ready to mount at a moment’s notice.
One instance is recalled of an alarm on the picket line one even-
ing when a battalion of the regiment was on picket not far
from the Driver House. The reserve was stationed at the forks
in a road and the videttes were thrown out on the roads a few
hundred yards in advance of the reserve. It was after sunset,
the shadows had begun to grow long, the relief had just been
posted, and everything was as quiet as if there was not an
armed enemy within ten miles.

The reserve had their horses unbridled and feed sacks out,
and some of the men were making coffee, little thinking of the
foe in the thicket.

All at once bang, bang cracked the carbines out on the
picket line, there was a “mounting in hot haste™ and the reserve
was soon mounted, and drawn up in line at an advance carbine.
Hot coffee was spilled, and there was a general hurry and excite-
ment all along the lines, until Scotty went out to the front and
made reconnoissance among the pickets. The firing soon ceased
and Scotty reported all “quiet in front,” and said as he rode
back to the reserve that he was “momentarily expecting a volley
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from them as they had their carbines at an advance, before
he started to the front,” but he was happily disappointed.

The reserve lay in line all night holding their horses, and
there were several alarms and some picket firing, but this is
only one instance of many similar ones that happened almost
every night on some part of the line.

During the siege of Corinth, General A. J. Smith, an officer
of the regular army, was made chief of cavalry, and this was
the first movement of the cavalry in this department, as a sep-
arate and independent organization, and after a careful inspec-
tion by the chief, several expeditions were planned and executed
by the cavalry entirely independent of the infantry arm of the
service.

The cavalry regiments were still attached to and camped
with the different infantry divisions, but were concentrated
when any independent movement of the cavalry was contem-
plated.

Our first reconnoissance in force was on the fifteenth of
Aprily in which we had a skirmish and a few of our men wounded,
and again on the eighteenth the rebels made a reconnoissance
and we were called out and lay in line of battle all day, but
no fighting. On the thirteenth of May there was another strong
demonstration by the cavalry and a brisk skirmish, and on the
seventeenth of May all the cavalry of the army was concentrated
and made a raid on the extreme right of the army, burned a
railroad bridge and had a skirmish with the enemy’s cavalry
with but little loss. This was the first raid in which the regiment
participated, and was the largest body of cavalry that had ever
marched together in this department.

From the tenth of April until the evacuation of Corinth
the regiment was on duty almost constantly, either on picket
or scouting, and while we had many skirmishes, the losses were
very small in action, but from sicknesses it was very heavy. On
account of the bad water many of the men were taken sick
with camp fever, and while the death rate was not so large in
the regiment, yet many of the men became unfit for service —
were sent to hospitals, and large numbers of them drifted back
home, and by the time the army entered Corinth, June 1, the
strength of the regiment was reduced at least one-half.

Many men and officers had been detailed for escort duty
with General Thomas, General T. W. Sherman, General Fry,
General Shoef and others, and it seemed that we had but a
skeleton of the thousand sabers with which we marched cut
of Camp Chase only six months before. Almost every regiment
in that army had the same experience, and it is safe to say that
there was no two months during the balance of the war that
so many men were placed liors de combat in the regiment as dur-
ing the months of April and May, 1862.
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Among those of the many who died on the campaign was
Lieutenant John M. Rennick, of Company M, who died of disease
May 28. He was the first ofticer of the regiment who died, and
he was universally respected as a gentleman of high character
and an excellent officer.

On the night of May 29 the Confederate army evacuated
Corinth, and the first convineing evidence we had of that fact
was about six o’clock on the morning of the thirtieth by hearing
the heavy explosions from the powder magazines blown up by
the retreating army.

We were called to horse and, mounting, moved rapidly to
the left toward Farmington.

>assing through that village we moved out on the Dan-
ville road and soon struck the rear guard of the rebel army,
which we attacked vigorously, and they were soon retreating
apidly.  About noon we halted, and after a brief rest passed
to the right and commenced pushing the rear guard on another
road, had a skirmish and kept picking up prisoners all the after-
noon, and lay on our arms all night and did not unsaddle our
horses.

All day Saturday, the thirty-first, we kept feeling the en-
emy’s lines on two or three different roads, taking some pris-
oners, and found the enemy making stronger resistance, but
drove them steadily all day.

Late in the evening they burned a bridge across a small
stream and masked a battery on the other side, and as our
advance reached the bank just at dark the battery opened up
with grape and cannister and the first volley killed several men
and wounded many more.

As it had now become dark, we fell back out of the range
of the guns and lay on our arms in line of battle, holding our
horses the second night. Sunday morning, June 1, our line
advanced, and one of our batteries opened up on the position
of the masked battery at the bridge and soon routed them. A
bridge was hastily constructed across the stream and we were
soon in hot pursuit, and during the day took a large number
of prisoners. On the second we had several skirmishes with
the rear guard, and on the third the regiment was detached
and made a reconnoissance to Ripley, and at Blackland had a
sharp engagement, charging the enemy, wounding and killing
several, taking a number of prisoners, a large lot of small arms,
wagons and mules.

On the fourth Captain Pattin, with Companies D and L, was
on outpost duty near Booneville with about fifty men when a
1311‘;_"(* force of rebel cavalry attacked him, and after a severe
tlght the enemy was repulsed with heavy loss, the loss in the
First being ten men wounded.

The regiment was specially mentioned for callantry in these
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two fights by General Rosecrans and General Gordon Granger
in their reports hereto attached.

(Series I, Volume 10, Part 1, Pages 710, 711, 712, 713.)

Extract from report of W. 8. Rosecrans, Brigadier-General, U.

S.A,

Headquarters Army of Mississippi, June 28, 1862.

About 8 P. M. a messenger came to me from the front with
information from Brigadier-General A. J. Smith, and thus I
ascertained that the cavalry was in advance on our road, and
that it had overtaken a rebel force up the Tuscumbia four miles
to the front, was fighting, and in some danger of losing part
of a battery.

The rebel rear guard fled from a small battery they had
constructed 150 yards north of the bridge, and, crossing, fired
and destroyed the bridge. Bisell’s engineers cut away the tim-
ber felled to obstruct the road, and, with the sharp shooters,
occupied the ground during the night. General Smith not hav-
ing been placed under my orders, 1 gave him the infantry asked
for and went into bivouac with the remaining troops at 11 P. M.

A squadron of cavalry, supported by a regiment of infantry
and one section of artillery, took the right-hand fork of that same
road forward to a point on the bluff overlooking the bottom of
Twenty Mile Creek and drove in the enemy’s cavalry pickets,
and saw a column of infantry on the march and filing eastwardly
for one hour. At the same time General Smith sent a cavalry
reconnoissance toward (arrollville, on the right of the railroad,
and drove in their cavalry pickets and infantry at Twenty Mile
Creek. Another, by Crockett's encountered their pickets near
Brownlett's Spring, while the First Ohio Cavalry went to Black-
land, a single company charging eighty rebel cavalry and driving
them from the place.

Colonel Smith deserves special mention for a reconnoissance
which he made with his cavalry — the First Ohio — in the direc-
tion of Blackland.

(Series I, Volume 10, Part 1, Pages 732, 733, 734.)

Extract of report of . Granger, Brigadier-General, com-

manding cavalry division, Army of the Mississippi.
Near Corinth, June 19, 1862.

Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, who had joined me at Rienzi with
the First Ohio, and Colonel Ingersoll, with one battalion of the
11th Tlinois, rendered most valuable assistance in reconnoiter-
ing.

June 3. Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, First Ohio Cavalry, with
seven companies, made a reconnoisance toward Ripley. At
Blackland he encountered the enemy, 100 strong, whom he
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charged and drove in, wounding several, taking prisoners, and

lptmlnu their animals, wagons, and several guns dropped by
the enemy in his flight. Colonel Smith reports Sergeant-Major
Seott as hleIl“ been in this affair particularly distinguished
for coolness an(l daring.

Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, First Ohio Cavalry, who had re-
ported to Colonel Elliott with Companies I, I and M, was directed
to act as a support to Lieutenant Barnett’s section of artillery,
which duty was gallantly done, although exposed to a fire from
the enemy. Ilis position not being tenable, Colonel Elliott
retired his foree in good order across the bridge. His loss was
two killed, eight wounded and two missing. The list would
have been ldl"'()l\ increased had not the enemy fired too high.
A prisoner reports the loss in killed and wounded of the enemy
at thirty.

On June 4 Captain Pattin, First Ohio Cavalry, on outpost
duty four miles west of Booneville with Companies L. and D,
forty-eight men, was attacked, and after a sharp action of three-
fourths of an hour succeeded by coolness and discipline in re-
pulsing two hundred and fifty of the enemy’s cavalry with ser-
ious loss. Our loss, seven wounded.

Lieutenant-Colonel Smith and Captain Pattin, First Ohio,
have well and faithfully performed their whole duty and merit
the highest consideration from their General and their country.

The regiment was scouting and reconnoitering in the vicin-
ity of Booneville and Blackland until the tenth and then marched
back through Rienzi and Danville to within five or six miles
of Corinth.

Colonel T. C. H. Smith was promoted to Brigadier-General
and assigned duty on the staff of General Pope as Inspector-
Gieneral.

After the cavalry fight at Booneville and Blackland the
First Ohio was in great demand and it seems from the follow-
ing commnunication that there was a clash of authority between
(Gienerals Buell and Pope. )

(Series I, Volume 16, Part 2, Page 9.)

Buell's Headquarters, Corinth, June 11, 1862.
Gieneral Halleck:

The First Regiment of the Ohio Cavalry belongs properly
to Thomas' (11\1\1()11, and when T left Imnnowllo I (111‘0( ted it
to come in with the division. General Pope has detained it. My
cavalry force is limited, and where T am going the services of
this regiment are in)pm*)tlvolv NCCeSSATY, The little ¢ avalry
I now hdw in Tennessee is broken down by constant and hard
work. [ request that the regiment be brought in and accom-
pany Thomas’ division.

D. ¢. BUELL, Major-General.



On the twelfth of June the regiment returned to Corinth
and went into camp inside the fortifications. On the fourteenth
Company K was sent back to Pittsburg Landing as guard to
one hundred and seventy prisoners, and all along the roads back
to the Landing could be seen, now and then, a foot or hand and
arm protruding out of the ground of soldiers who had been
buried, by digging a shallow trench along the roadside, as the
rebel army retreated after the battle of Pittsburg Landing, and
they were only buried deep enough in the mud to hide their
bodies from sight.

The grounds inside the fortifications at Corinth were in a
miserable filthy condition and many more men were added to
the already long sick roll, but under the supervision of General
Thomas the camp soon presented a very different appearance
for the better.



From Corinth to Decherd, Tenn.

June and July, 1862.

The regiment remained in camp at Corinth until June 17,
and on that date took up the line of march east along the Memphis
and Charleston Railroad for the purpose of guarding the railroad
from the raids of the rebel cavalry, before Buell's army com-
menced their movement to the east, toward Chattanooga.

Companies L and M were stationed at Bear Creek near Iuka,
Ala., under command of Captain T. J. Pattin; Companies B, D,
G and H at Tuscumbia under Colonel Millikin; Companies E,
I’ and K at Town Creek and Courtland under Captain Eggleston,
and Company I at Decatur under Captain Writer.

The whole country was swarming with rebel cavalry and
the different companies were kept on the move almost continu-
ously on outpost duty and scouting in the direction of General
Bragg’s headquarters at Tupalo, Miss., watching the movements
of the enemy, and skirmishes were of almost daily occurrence.

Company G had a severe engagement at Russelville, Ala.,
July 1, in which Captain Emery was mortally wounded and
several men of the company were killed and wounded. Captain
Emery was an efficient, brave officer, and his loss so early in
the war was a severe blow to his company and the regiment
as well.

On the fifteenth day of July Company I, stationed at Decatur
with a part of the 15th Indiana Infantry, made a reconnoissance
and had a sharp engagement with General Armstrong’s brigade
of rebel cavalry, in which Captain Writer, of Company I, was
severely wounded, the loss in Company I being two captured
and four wounded.

On the nineteenth of July the following order was issued
for the concentration of the detachments and proposed move-
ment of the regiment.

Extract from Npecial Orders of Geo. B. Flynt, Assistant
Adjutant-General, Tuscumbia, Alabama, July 19, 1862:

VIIL. The battalion of the First Ohio Cavalry, Colonel Minor
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Millikin commanding, and the two batteries commanded by Cap-
tain R. Loder, will cross the Tennessee River at Florence on
Friday, the twenty-fifth instant, and march with the Third Bri-
gade to Huntsville, Ala., leaving I'lorence with five days’ rations
and forage, two days’ rations cooked and carried in haversacks.

VIII. The battalion of the First Ohio Cavalry, Captain Pat-
tin commanding, on being relieved at Iuka, Miss., will march
with two days’ rations and forage to Tuscumbia, Ala., and report
to Colonel Minor Millikin.

IX. The battalion of the First Ohio Cavalry, Captain
Eggleston commanding, on being relieved from Town Creek,
Courtland and Decatur, will march to Huntsville, Ala., crossing
the Tennessee River at Decatur, and report to Colonel Millikin.
Five days’ rations and forage will be required.

But the movement was delayed a few days by reason of
the attack made by a brigade of rebel cavalry, commanded by
General Armstrong, on the garrison at Courtland, July 25.

On the twenty-third day of July, B. I'. Lucas, of Company
K, was carrying a dispatch from Town Creek to Courtland,
distant about five miles, and when about midway between the
two posts, at a point where the woods were thick on either side
of the road, he ran into an ambush of rebel cavalry waiting to
capture a wagon train loaded with supplies going from Court-
land to Town Creek.

The rebels were mounted and concealed in the woods on
both sides of the road, and when Lucas rode in between the
lines the rebels rose up out of the brush and ordered him to
halt. Lucas was mounted on a very fine spirited bay horse,
and he was a brave and rather reckless soldier, and instead
of halting, he stuck the spurs into his horse, laid down on one
side of his flying steed, and made an effort to run the gauntlet
of the gleaming gun barrels.

As the rebel cavalry was there for the purpose of capturing
the wagon train, they did not wish to fire, and Lucas had almost
reached the end of the line, when the order was given to fire,
a score of muskets were leveled at him, and he was pierced with
six balls and instantly killed, and his horse was riddled with
musket balls.

The particuars were learned from a trooper who was riding
a short distance in advance of Lucas, who surrendered, was
paroled, and came into the lines the next day.

The guard with the wagon train heard the firing and halted,
thus saving the wagons and supplies from being captured, as
the rebels, knowing that the troops at both posts would soon
be aroused, beat a hasty retreat. Lucas was buried with mili-
tary honors at Courtland, just within bounds of the camp, on
the evening of the twenty-third.

Courtland was a beautiful town, situated about midway be-
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tween Tuscumbia and Decatur, Ala., about twenty-five miles
from each, on the Memphis and Charleston railroad. It was a
lazy little town of fifteen hundred to two thousand inhabitants,
noted for the beautiful shade trees that lined the streets, and
pretty Southern girls who would insist on making mashes on
must continue true and loyal to the “Girl they left behind them”
among the hills and valleys of the bonny Buckeye state. We
had been stationed here from about the first of July, our camp
being in a beautiful grove, along a creek, distant about one-
half mile from town, aud the camp was supplied with water
from several fine springs within a stone’s throw from headquar-
ters. The duty of the detachment was guarding the railroad
bridges and pickets were thrown out on all of the roads, about
a mile from camp, to guard against a surprise from the enemy’s
avalry who were making frequent dashes against these small
detachments.

Compared with the campaign of the siege of Corinth dur-
ing the months of April and May this was considered a soft
snap, as rations were of the best and duty light. Our camp
was on the plantation of an old fellow by the name of Bynam,
who professed to be intensely loyal to the old flag, and his corn-
fields along one side of our camp, just in good roasting ears,
were carefully guarded, and a soldier that even plucked one
ear had the guard-house staring him in the face, and visions
of extra duty — policing the quarters with a pine-brush broom.
This was in the early days of the war, before the emancipation
proclamation and before any property had been confiscated, but
we got bravely over such fastidious ideas before another year
rolled around, and learned, as Sherman said, “that war was
cruelty and we could not refine it,” and required as well the
destruction of the sinews of war as the destruction of life.

On the morning of July 25, after guard mount, the weather
being very warm, the men were scattered over the camp taking
it quiet and easy and many of them sitting in the shade in
front of their tents, or on the piles of forage sacks, having a
game of old sledge or poker with a 10 cent ante, while others
were writing letters to the dear ones at home, or to their best
girls, which was more often the case, little dreaming that the
enemy, in large force, was rapidly marching and preparing to
pounce down upon our little handful of men like a hurricane.

Lieutenant James Cutler, being a physician, had charge
of the sick at the post, and had established a temporary hospital
over in the town in a brick church, and he was making his usnal
morning visit to the sick, and T being next in rank, had command
of the company. Just as T had settled down on my cot for a
little rest, as I was sick with malaria and camp fever, Captain
Eggleston, commanding Company I, came running to my tent
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rebels were advancing upon our camp. I called to the bugler
to sound “boots and saddle%” and ran down through the quar-
ters, directing the men to saddle their horses and mount as rap-
idly as possible.

Looking across the camp and toward old Bynam’s house,
Isaw a cloud of dust raising and in five minutes’ time the advance
of the rebel column came down the road within three hundred
yards of our camp and gave the rebel yell that would have raised
the hair on the head of a Comanche Indian.

The command that attacked us was General Armstrong’s
brigade of cavalry, consisting of about 1700 men, and 1nelud1ng
Colonel Roddy’s regiment, that had been recruited in Northern
Alabama, in and around Courtland, Tuscumbia and Decatur.

General Armstrong was an officer of the old army and a
fine-looking soldier, and became quite a cavalry leader during
the war.

The rebel commander attacked our camp on three sides
simultaneously, and he had been piloted through woods and
mountains on by-roads by citizens of the vicinity, who knew
every cow-path in the country and knew the position of every
picket, as they passed in and out of the camp at will. They
had reached a position near our camp before daybreak, and
when the picket guard was relieved in the morning they were
in plain view of the rebel advance, concealed in the woods
and ravines, and passed two or three of the picket posts unob-
served, cut the pickets off from camp, but I think all of these
pickets made their escape after the camp was attacked, and they
found themselves cut off from the command.

The total number of men in our command in the two com-
panies of infantry and the two companies of cavalry was about
one hundred and sixty, and when they took position behind the
railroad embankment, they made it lively for the rebel brigade
for a short time, and in the fight the rebels lost seventeen killed
and twenty-seven wounded; but the rebels closed in on three
sides and it seemed usele% and hopeless to prolong the fight,
and Captain Davidson, of the Tenth Kentucky Infantry, the
senior officer, raised the white flag and surrendered.

When this was done our mvalrv charged out through the
lines and all escaped but twenty ﬁve, Captain B. B. Eomleqton
and Lieutenant Alkire, of Company E, and Lieutenant Cutler,
of Company K, First O. V. C., were taken prisoners. The total
number of prisoners taken was one hundred and thirty-four,
including the writer, with all the wagons, mule teams and camp
equipage. The prisoners were put under a regular guard com-
manded by Major Smith, of Missouri, Provost Marshall, who
proved to be a good soldier and gentleman as well, as he pro-
tected the prisoners from insult, and we were soon traveling
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southward on the road to Tupalo, Miss., General Bragg’s head-
quarters. The first day we marched to Moulton, Ala., about
twenty miles distant. IHere the commissioned officers were sep-
arated from the enlisted men and went on south in ambulances
and wagons, while the enlisted men had to “hoof it,” much to
the disgust of the prisoners who were cavalrymen. As the
rebels had no stockades or prisons in that part of the south that
were safe, and nothing for us to eat excepting green corn, and
that without salt, they became alarmed for fear we would escape,
and we were soon paroled.

The prisoners were sent to parole camp and were not ex-
changed until FFebruary, 1863, about six months after being
‘aptured.

On the twenty-seventh General Thomas dispatched General
Buell from Florence as follows:

Ilorence, Ala., July 27, 1862.
Major-General D. C. Buell:

Telegram to General Morgan received and forwarded. The
attack on the guard at Courtland delayed me one day, but shall
be able to get the troops across to-day and start to-morrow
for Athens. Two battalions First Ohio Cavalry are here and
one company at Decatur for duty.

GEO. H. THOMAS, General.

At the time of the Courtland fight the headquarters of the
regiment was at Tuscumbia, but on the twenty-sixth the com-
panies at headquarters, under Colonel Millikin, marched east
with General Thomas’ division and the whole regiment was
concentrated at Athens, Ala., July 30, and marched to Decherd,
Tenn., where it arrived August 5.
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Campaign From Northern Alabama to Louisville, Ky.

August and September, 1862.

This was the beginning of the retrograde movement of our
army and the great race between Buell and Bragg through Ten-
nessee and Kentucky, ending up at Louisville, Ky., about the
first of October. This proved to be a very hard campaign, as
the weather was extremely hot and dry, and both men and
horses suffered greatly from heat and thirst. The air was filled
with dust almost to suffocation continuously when the army
was moving, water was very scarce, and in many places the
only water to be had for men, horses and mules was from stag-
nant ponds, and hundreds of animals famished on the march.
The regiment had very hard service throughout the campaign,
as they were kept continuously on the move on courier duty
and scouting, watching the movements of the enemy and harass-
ing their flanks.

The regiment was immediately assigned to important and
hard service, as shown by the following order from General
Thomas, who had determined, after the murder of General Bob
McCook by guerillas under command of Captain Gurley, to put
a stop to these outrages.

General McCook was sick and riding in an ambulance in
advance of his brigade near New Market, when Gurley’s band
of marauders surrounded the ambulance in a lonely spot and
deliberately murdered him. McCook’s regiment, the 9th O. V.
L., on learning of his death, were so incensed that they burned
all the houses and buildings for miles along the road. Gurley
was captured near Huntsvile, Ala., about a vear afterwards
by our regiment and turned over to General Rosencrans.

Extract from orders of James B. Fry, Colonel and Assistant
Adjutant-Geaeral, Chief of Staff:

Huntsville, August 8, 1862.

A battalion of the First Ohio Cavalry will move on the morn-

ing of the tenth instant for the same point as the above, about
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three or four miles from New Market. The object of the move
is, first, to destroy guerillas, and no pains must be spared to
accomplish this object. If negroes can be found who will act
as guides to guerilla parties or camps, they must be used for
the purpose, and brought in. Second, to produce an effect upon
the community, by arresting all men of bad characters in the
vicinity where General McCook was shot, and let them see such
outrages cannot be unnoticed. But do this in such a way that
they will understand it is by authority and not the acts of indi-
viduals; every able-bodied man of suspicious character or sus-
picious loyalty or hostility, within a circuit of ten miles around
the place where McCook was shot, three miles east of New
Market, will be arrested and brought to Huntsville; and all
horses fit for service within that circuit will be taken by the
officer in command and brought in with the men, receipts being
given in due form in each case and payment to be determined
on hereafter.

When the troops get together near New Market the senior
officer will take command and see that the orders are executed
and that the men behave in an orderly and soldierly manner.
As soon as the arrests are made, the companies of the First
Ohio will return to Decherd.

Headquarters First Division, District of Ohio,
Decherd, Tenn., August 10, 1862.

Colonel Minor Millikin, commanding First Ohio Cavalry,

Colonel: Enclosed please find orders from headquarters
Army of Ohio for cavalry expedition in the direction of New
Market.

Your instructions are very explicit concerning the ground
over which you are to march. The General directs that in all
matters connected with the expedition you carry out the instrue-
tions of the commanding general.

GEO. E. FLINT,

Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

The regiment lay in camp at Decherd until August 17, and
on that date Colonel Millikin, with six companies, marched to
McMinnville, and the other four companies, under command
of Captain Pattin, made a reconnoissance to Fayetteville. On
the nineteenth Lieutenant Rea, of Company I, while on a scout
got into a sharp fight and he and six of his company were cap-
tured by the rebel cavalry. When Captain Pattin joined the
main column a few days later, he and his battalion were assigned
to duty at General Crittenden’s headquarters, and marched
through to Louisville with Buell's army, scouting and skirmish-
ing continuously on the flanks and in the advance. Major Laugh-
Iin with a squadron — Companies I and K — was with Shoepf's
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brigade and were at Altamont and Pelham, and at the first
named town the enemy was concentrated in strong force and a
fight was expected to take place at that point, as shown by the
attached order from General Buell

Headquarters, Decherd, August 24, 1862, 3:30 . M.
General Thomas, McMinnville:

MecCook is ordered to be at Pelham to-night. In case you
should hear that the enemy has concentrated in superior force
at Altamont, you must force yourself through to Hillsborough
to-night. 1If, on the other hand, you have reason to believe that
he is not in too great force, push through and attack him to-
INOTrow morning.

McCook will have a long and rough road, but Shoepf and
Sill can be up. In case you fail, fall back on Hillsborough or
Manchester. Report all your movements by courier. 1 shall
be with Shoepf.

D. C. BUELL.

They were kept continuously on the move doing courier duty
and scouting through Tennessee, and joined Captain Pattin’s
battalion at Bowling Green, Ky.

The first battalion, under Colonel Millikin, was attached to
General Thomas’ headquarters doing escort and courier duty,
until they reached Louisville, about the last of September, and
some days in advance of the other companies of the regiment.

The armies of Buell and Bragg marched on parallel lines
and it was a neck and neck race for the Ohio River, and so intent
was each commander to reach the goal first, that there was
but little time for fighting. It is remarkable that these two
armies marched through the states of Tennessee and Kentucky
and during a greater part of the time the two columns were sep-
arated but a few miles, and yet during all of this campaign
there was no general engagement.

During the month of July Buell’s armny was actively em-
ployed in repairing the railroad from Nashville to Decatur, Ala-
bama, and also the line from Nashville to Stevenson, Ala., as
these were the two lines over which all of his supplies were
to be transported in his proposed advance on Chattanooga.

About the middle of July the enemy’s cavalry, in the rear
of Buell’s army, became very active. Railroad guards were cap-
tured in Tennessee and Kentucky, and Buell was soon convinced
that his communication was endangered and he became satis-
fied that Bragg had determined to assume the offensive. Gen-
eral John Morgan made a bold dash from Knoxville, Tennessce,
with a cavalry force of fifteen hundred men, announcing that
he was leading the advance of a great army moving to liberate
Kentucky. General Forrest swept up from Chattanooga through
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Tennessee to Murfreesboro, cutting the railroad and creating
consternation among the railroad guards; still, as no column
of the enemy’s infantry appeared, it was at first thought this
was only a cavalry raid to cut our communication.

Forrest captured, at Murfreesboro, the 9th Michigan In-
fantry and a large amount of ammunition and supplies, besides
doing great damage to the railrcad. Morgan swept over into
Kentucky and dashed up through Glasgow to Lebanon and cap-
tured a detachment under Colonel A. Y. Johnson at that place,
and destroyed the railroad between Louisville and Lexington.

General Buell did not have sufficient cavalry to cope with
Forrest and Morgan and protect his communication, and about
this time he made earnest request for more cavalry, but without
avail.

About the twentieth of August it was evident that Bragg
had assumed the offensive; his army had passed to the north
bank of the Tennessee River, and Buell abandoned his plan of
advancing on Chattanooga and prepared to meet his wily adver-
sary.

On the thirtieth General Buell gave orders for the move-
ment of his whole army to Murfreesboro; he made no halt here,
but moved directly on to Nashville. While at Murfreesboro
Buell was apprised of the battle between our forces under Gen-
eral Nelson and the army of Kirby Smith at Richmond, Ken-
tucky, and he then decided to make a rapid march to Louw\ ille,
Kentucky. About the seventh of September he left Nashville,
leaving General Thomas in command with his own division and
the division of Negley and Palmer, but Thomas was in a few
days ordered to join the main army with his division.

On the twelfth the head of Bragg's column, with a brigade
of cavalry under Scott, tore up the 1.11]1‘011(1 near Bowling Gl een,
then made a bold (1(1,\1 for \Iumfordsnlle, but were repul\ed
by the garrison in a two days’ fight. On the seventeenth the
garrison surrendered, after bmng surrounded by an overwhelm-
ing force of the enemy. Bragg then moved eastward and Buell
marchml rapidly toward Louisville, and the last division reached
that city September 29, and at about the same date Bragg's
army arrived at Bardstown.

During all of this campaign of two months the First Ohio

as kept in continuous hard service — on courier duty, scout-
ing and skirmishing with the enemy, as the enemy had a much
stronger cavalry fm‘( e than we had.

The followi ing dispatch from Buell to Talleck will give the
situnation during tho last days of July:

Headquarters, Huntsvile, July 23, 1362
General Halleck or General Thomas, Washington, D. C.:
I canmot err in repeating to you the urgent importance of
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a larger cavalry force in this district. The enemy is throwing
an immense cavalry force on the four hundred miles of railroad
communication upon which this army is dependent for its sup-
plies. I am building stockades to hold from thirty to one hun-
dred men at all bridges, but such guards, at least, only give
security to certain points and against a small force. There can
be no safety without cavalry enough to pursue the enemy in
large bodies. Twice already our roads have been broken up
by these formidable raids, causing great delays and embarrass-
ment, so that we were scarcely able to subsist from day to day.
I am concentrating all the cavalry I can spare, to operate actively
in force. I do not pretend to know whether you have cavalry
that you can spare elsewhere, but if so, it can find abundant
and very important service here.
D. ¢. BUELL.

' Headquarters, First Division, Army of Ohio,
MecMinnville, Tenn., August 24, 1862,

Major-General Buell, Decherd:

A reconnoitering party under Major Laughlin, First Ohio
Cavalry, sent by me toward Pikeville day before yesterday, has
just returned. Major Laughlin reports that he reconnoitered (?)
the enemy’s advance scouts at Spencer, and gained reliable
intelligence from one or two citizens that a force of two or three
thousand infantry and some artillery was then at Pikeville,
and that the enemy intended advancing on this place by two

or three routes.
G. H. THOMAS.

Headquarters, First Division, Army of Ohio,
McMinnville, August 28, 1862.

Major-General Buell, Dechard:

Saturday, three regiments of cavalry were at Pikeville, but
fell back to Robinson Cross Roads, hearing that T was advancing
onthatroad. * * * Thave senta brigade of infantry on the
Murfreesboro road after Forrest, who is at Woodbury with
something over one thousand men. * * * Please send the
First Ohio Cavalry here. It is very much needed.

G. H. THOMAS.

September 13, 1862, 8 P. M.

Major-General Thomas:

¥ * % You must reach Bowling Green in three days and
a half at most and will march directly on from there. * * *
Leave the siege artillery and most of the cavalry with Negley.



Post Negley at the defensible works and position and at the
capitol and at the bridge, and direct him to leave twenty days’
rations at each point for its garrison. He must defend his posi-
tion to the last extremity. * * * Explain the urgency of the
matter to Governor Johnson. If Bragg’s army is defeated, Nash-
ville is safe; if not, it is lost. FRY.

I'rom the dispatches copied above, it will be seen that the
regiment was in great demand.



Perryville Campaign.

From October 1 to November 15, 1862.

On arriving at Louisville, General Buell found a large force
of recruits in the works around the city, and he lost no time
in commencing reorganization and getting his army fully
equipped for a campaign against the Confederates, now boldly
confronting him in Kentucky. His army was organized into
three corps, and Major-Generals A. Me. D. McCook, T. L. Crit-
tenden and C. C. Gilbert were assigned to command the three
COTpSs.

An order, bearing date September 29, designated Major-
General Thomas as the commander of the Army of the Ohio,
but Thomas entered an earnest protest against this order, and
through his influence General Buell was again assigned to the
command, and October 1 his army began their advance against
(General Bragg’s army.

The hard service of the past two months, with scarcity of
water and forage, had played sad havoc with the horses of the
First Ohio and new mounts were very much needed. Horses
were in great demand, and the short time allowed for mounting
and equipping the men was improved to the best advantage,
but by no means to the satisfaction of Colonel Millikin, as he
was very anxious to have his regiment the best mounted and
equipped in the department.

During the campaign through Tennessee and Kentucky in
August and September the regiment had been divided up into
battalions, one commanded by Colonel Millikin, one by Major
Laughlin, and the other by Captain Pattin, and the duties, as
before stated, were very arduous, as the different battalions
were distributed so that at times they covered the whole front
of Buell’s army and did not have a moment’s rest.

The battalion of six companies commanded by Colonel Mil-
likin marched from Louisville October 2, in advance of General
Shoepf's division, and on the third had a sharp fight with the
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enemy at Shepherdstown, repulsing them and capturing about
thirty prisoners. This battalion had the advance on the Perry-
ville road and had some sharp skirmishing, driving the enemy
at every point, and were continuously at the front during all
of the mancuvering up to the battle of Perryville, October 8,
and Colonel Millikin was highly complimented for his vigorous
and aggressive dashes against the lines of the enemy.
Major Laughlin’s battalion of the regiment left Louisville
October 2 and moved out on the Bardstown pike, marching
rapidly, and about ten miles from Bardstown struck the enemy’s
cavalry, drove them back gradually until within about a mile
of Bardstown. Here a regiment of Confederate cavalry drew
the battalion into an ambuscade at the fair grounds, by form-
ing their main line behind a high, close board fence surrounding
the grounds. Their skirmishers fell back slowly and when they
reached the grounds the rebels charged out through the gates
and openings, yelling like demons, alimost creating a stampede,
but Major Laughlin soon rallied his men, making a fumoua charge
which sent the rebel cavalry whirling back through the town
with a loss of about twenty-five of his men. Ile captured a
number of prisoners, with a large amount of army supplies.
A flag of truce was sent into our line near Bardstown, and the
escort was under command of a Major Prentice, and at the time
it was understood that he was the son of Geo. D. Prentice, editor
of the Louisville Courier Journal and a strong Union man. The
escort was halted at the outpost and the colnmumcatl()n was
sent in to the commanding officer, while the escort and the
reserve picket mingled together in a very friendly manner, and
finally some of the boys became engaged in the “vet’s” old
reliable game of “draw poker.” Nocon the game became intensely
interesting and earnest, and George Pearl, of Company K, and
one of the escort got into a quarrel, hot words were exchanged,
both men jumped to their feet, and had it not been for the inter-
ference of the ofticers on both sides, there might have been
a regular melee. The troopers on both sides were ordered to
their horses and there was no more poker playing that day.
When the messenger returned and the escort mounted, a long
haired Texan Ranger dropped his hat to the ground, whether
accidentally or pmpusvl\' is not known, but as if to show the
“Yanks” the superior horsemanship of the Texan, he turned
his horse quickly about and attempted to pick up his hat with-
out dismounting, but his foot slipped and off he fell, much to
the amusement of our boys and chagrin of the Ranger. Ned
Garner, a wild, reckless trooper, of Company K, as if in contempt
of the exhibition made by the Texan, threw his hat on the ground
and, dl]()])l]]“ along, ]u(]\w{ it up easily, and the escort ]t)lnod

our bm\ in a loud 1.111011 at the expense of the discomfited rebel
trooper.



— 73—

Poor George and Ned both sleep in the sunny south land.
Pearl was killed at Lovejoy, Ga., August 20, 1864, after his time
was out, and Garner was taken prisoner at Washington, Tenn.,
September 80, 1863, and died in Andersonville prison. They
were both good soldiers and had a most intense hatred and con-
tempt for all rebels, and when an opportunity offered expressed
themselves in language more emphatic than elegant. When
in a fight, Pearl was always in a towering rage, and with a
contemptuous smile he would swear every time he fired a shot,
never failing to take deliberate aim and was perfectly cool, never
throwing away a shot.

In this dash among the Confederate prisoners captured was
a Major Moore, of the 12th Alabama Mounted Infantry. His
horse fell and Charley Welch, the regimental saddler, captured
him and delivered him over to Major Pattin, and he remained
in the tent with Pattin and Welch over night. The next morn-
ing he stated, that if he was paroled, he Would go home to Mobile
ftnd would not enter the Confederate service again, as he was
sick of it. He was paroled and the incident was almost for-
gotten. During the Wilson raid, in the spring of 1865, Welch
was taken prisoner by Forrest’s Confederate cavalry at Ebenczer
Church, Ala., and was sent to Mobile. There, much to his sur-
prise, he met this same Major Moore and found that he was a
citizen of high standing, and he entertained Welch royvally in
return for the kindness shown by Pattin and Welch when he
was a prisoner with the First Ohio. True to his promise, Moore
had not entered the Confederate service again after he was
paroled.

The battalion under Major Laughlin was on the flanks and
had some skirmishing during the battle of Perryville, October 8,
and at one time they czupporte(l a battery dismounted. Sergeant
John Lucas, now gone to his reward, told a very amusing inei-
dent in connection with the support of that battery. It seems
that the battery was in position with a cornfield in front, and
on the opposite side of the cornfield the infantry skirmishers
were having a hot time with the enemy and the minnie balls
were zipping through the corn, passing most uncomfortably near
the heads of the cavalry boys, and consequently they were hug-
ging the ground very close. A regiment of recruits from Illi-
nois came marching alonw in column of fours, tall, fine looking,
sturdy farmer boys, who had just arrived and had never been
under fire. They seemed anxious to get into a fight. As they
passed to the right of the cavalrymen, lying very low on the
ground, some tall young “sucker” yelled out, as if in contempt,
“Just show us where the Johnnies are and we will give them
hades,” to which some of the cavalry boys replied, “You will
find them over there.” On they marched into the cornfield in
column of fours towards the rebel line at an angle, so that the
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enemy could get a good infilading fire. There was one volley
from the rebel line in the woods, and in about twenty minutes
back came the regiment of recruits through the cornfield pell
mell, almost tramping the artillery support into the ground,
and as they hurried to the rear the boys shouted after them:
“Did you find the Johnnies over there?” The recruits were not
at fault, for no veteran regiment could have withstood that
withering infilading fire. It was the fault of the officers, who,
unsuspectingly, led them in, and not the rank and file who
carried the muskets.

The other battalions of the regiment were on the flanks
and were engaged in several skirmishes, and there were several
men wounded; among others was Captain Kirkendall, wounded
severly in the arm.



Maj. Gen. Kennar
Garrard.

CO. D.
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Guidon, Co. H. Capt. samuel Hamilton.






Battle of Perryville.

The battle of Perryville was fought almost exclusively by
General A. MeD. McCook’s corps, although the corps of both
Gilbert and Crittenden were in easy supporting distance. Me-
Cook called on General Buell repeatedly for reinforcements, but
for some unaccountable reason none were sent until after 4 P.
M., although the battle opened at half past 12 P. M. Wahile
Buell had given orders to advance and was momentarily expect-
ing the battle to open, yet it seems that he did not know that
McCook’s corps was seriously engaged until 4 P. M.

It appears from official reports that neither Buell nor Bragg
understood the number nor disposition of the troops in their
fronts. Buell had in position eight divisions and Bragg had
but three divisions when he attacked Buell’s left, still he out-
numbered McCook’s two divisions, on which the brunt of the
battle fell, very largely. Bragg evidently did not wish to fight
a battle at Perryville, but was forced into it by the pressure
on his rear divisions, and then thought he was only fighting
the advance of Buell’s army. The fighting was very severe and
losses heavy for the number of troops engaged and were prin-
cipally from McCook’s two divisions and Gooding’s brigade from
Mitchell’s division. This brigade lost nearly 500 men out of
2000. The total loss in Buell’'s army was 916 killed, 2943
wounded, and 489 missing — a total loss of 4348. The loss in
Bragg’s army is not known, but Buell claims that he captured
about 4500 prisoners.

The enemy withdrew during the night and Buell did not
advance until the morning of the eleventh, when he found the
enemy in force near Harrodsburg, and Bragg’s army fell back
after a sharp skirmish with our cavalry under Colonel Minor
Millikin, which is mentioned in a dispatch from General Thomas.
General Buell went back to Louisville in a few days, where
he got into a controversy with the authorities at Washington
regarding the conduct of the campaign, which caused his re-
moval from the command of the Army of Ohio, October 30,
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1862, and General Rosecrans was put in commanduof the “De-
partment of the Cumberland,” designated ash‘the 14th f,&rmy
Corps,” but soon after as the “Army of the Cumberland.
When General Rosecrans assumed command, the army was
concentrated around Bowling Green, and the army commenced
the advance on Nashville November 4.

On the day of the battle of Perryville the regiment was
again united, after having been cut up in detachments for more
than two months, in the campaign through Tenl}essee and Ken-
tucky, and here Captain B. B. Eggleston, Captain Jmpes Cutler
and Licutenant A. Alkire, who had been taken prisoners at
Courtland, Ala., joined the regiment. The day aftfer the battle
of Perryville, October 9, Colonel Millikin was assigned to the
command of the 3rd brigade of cavalry, composed of the First
Ohio Cavalry, First Kentucky Cavalry and IFourth Michigan
Cavalry, in all about 1200 men. General John Morgan was
marauding with his freebooters throungh Kentucky and was
giving General Buell’s army no end of trouble by cutting rail-
roads and destroying supplies. With this small force of cavalry,
and without any artillery, Colonel Millikin was ordered to drive
Morgan out of the country. On the eleventh Millikin moved
out toward Iarrodsburg and Crab Orchard and on the same
day he struck the enemy and had a brisk fight, and as shown
by the following dispatches he was making a vigorous campaign
against Bragg’s retreating army.

(Series I, Volume 16, Part 2, Page 604.)

Headquarters,
Harlan House, October 11, 1862, 9:30 A. M.

General Buell:

Colonel Millikin is now skirmishing with about 1200 of
the enemy’s cavalry about two or three miles this side of Iar-
rodsburg, on the left of the Perryville pike. IHe reports they
have two pieces of artillery. I have directed him to attract
their attention to enable the reconnoitering party to flank them
on the Harrodsburg and Danville pike, by which move 1 may
succeed in capturing some, if not all.

Has General Gilbert’s party marched vet?

Respectfully,
GEO. H. THOMAR,
Major-General, U, 8. Volunteers.

October 11, 1862.
senceral Thomas:

My men have had no rest or food since Yesterday morning.
They came in last night at nine and went out this morning at



— G

twelve, and have been in the advance, skirmishing (on foot)
all the way from Danville.

Can we not have a few hours’ relief after coming back from
this reconnoissance? They are unfit to fight. Colonel McCook’s
brigade is in advance of me, having relieved my line this morning.

Very respectfully,
MINOR MILLIKIN,
Colonel Commanding,

October 12, 1862.
Colonel Zahn, commanding Cavalry, Danville:

Has Millikin’s cavalry reached Danville? If so, did he get
my instruction before leaving Crab Orchard? His command must
go to Bardstown and watch and try to intercept Morgan from
that point and prevent his making a descent on the Lebanon

Railroad. JAMES B. FRY,
Colonel and Chief of Staff.

After driving the enemy’s cavalry through Harrodsburg,
Sanford and Crab Orchard with some sharp skirmishing every
day, Millikin was ordered with his brigade to Bardstown and
Lebanon, where Morgan was threatening the railroad, and on
the twentieth he was at Springfield, on the twenty-first at Leb-
anon, on the twenty-second at Mumfordsville, on the twenty-
fourth at Brownsville, on the twenty-fifth at Woodsonville, and
then back to Mumfordsville, having been on the move almost
continuously day and night from October 9 chasing Morgan
and intercepting him at every point.

Colonel Millikin’s report of this campaign is herewith ap-
pended and speaks for itself in plain language, so characteristic
of that brave, conscientious officer. Among the losses mentioned
was Albert Nicely, Company F, died of wound at Nashville,
Tenn., October 16, 1862.

Headquarters Third Brigade Cavalry,
Camp near Mumfordville, Ky, October 27, 1862.

Colonel J. B. Fry, Chief of Staff:

Colonel: Because of the somewhat unintelligible and ap-
parently unreasonable movements made by the forces under my
command in the recent pursuit of Morgan and the fruitless result
of the whole affair, I suppose it proper, both in justice to myself
and because some wholesome inferences may be drawn from
them, to state a few disconnected facts: I was on my way to
Bardstown (agreeably to your first order) and had reached a
point five miles west of Springfield at 2 A. M. Monday morning
(October 20); T had marched 48 miles since Sunday morning,
and had only 23 miles to march in eight hours in order to reach



Bardstown at 10 A. M. This I had fully intended to do, having
given the men three hours’ sleep at Perryville. But at this point
I run into General Gay’s column. Sending forward to know
what caused the delay I received an order to remain where I

ras until morning. Supposing him to have met the enemy or
to have received (as the General's staff officer) other informa-
tion, and greatly desiring to co-operate, I obeyed. When morn-
ing came I was ordered on by General Gay, and we reached
Springfield at 10 A. M. Monday, twentieth. IFrom the time I
reached him (Gay) until the morning I left Lebanon (Tuesday,
twenty-first) the same anxiety to co-operate and the same infer-
ence as to his better acquaintance with the General’s intentions
led me to obey his orders.

On the morning of twenty-first, having expected orders all
night, I was incidentally informed that my command was an
independent one, and that I was expected to “catch Morgan”
in my own way. Failing to get any information or suggestions
from General Gay or any one else, I started as soon as possible
to Mumfordville, Gay promising to go to Glasgow via Camp-
bellsville. Of this I advised you, but the telegraph not work-
ing, you did not receive it promptly.

Reaching Mumfordville on Wednesday night (October 22),
having marched 18 miles Tuesday afternoon and 33 miles on
Wednesday, I left on Thursday morning, as soon as I had opened
communication with Colonel Bruce at Bowling Green, for
Brownsyille.

I had proceeded five miles when the order disbanding my
brigade and ordering the regiments to remain at Mumfordville
turned me back. T left again pursuant to subsequent orders
received from you, for the same place at 2 A. M. of Friday,
and was within four miles of Brownsville at 3 P. M. same day.
I there learned definitely where Morgan had gone, and returned
next day (via Dipping Springs) to within three miles of Wood-
sonville, where I stopped for forage and sent on to Mumfordville
for rations. I would have gone on to Woodbury without rations
or rest if any result had suggested itself. Morgan having, by
all the testimony of soldiers, scouts, and citizens, left my track,
I returned.

Morgan was at Bardstown Sunday morning (nineteenth) at
daylight. By unexampled marching I could only have reached
there at 10 o’clock A. M., and then in such an exhausted condi-
tion as would have made me no mateh for his ereatly superior
force and would have entirely unfitted me for pursuit. I should
have reached him in that time and in that condition too if T
had not been ordered differently.

Morgan was at Elizabethtown on Sunday night and at
Litchfield Monday night (twentieth), e did not finally leave
Litchfield until the morning of the twenty-third and did not
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reach Morgantown until the twenty-fourth, or leave it until the
day of Lulonel Bruce’s skirmish with him, the twenty-fifth. He
was in no sort of haste. When at bpmn(rheld I urged General
Gay to divide the forces, a part keeping higher up thloufrh New
Haven, Ilodgensyville, Mlllu stown and ththﬁeld, pressing Mor-
gan rapidly down, and another part sent to Blownsvﬂle or Glas-
gow. This, with the disposition of Colonel Bruce’s force at Bowl-
ing Green and Russellville, Colonel Craddock remaining at this
point, would have made an excelent trap to eatch Morgau. If
executed, this would certainly have hastened and perhaps de-
stroyed him.

There were 300 of Morgan’s men at Brownsville on Thurs-
day, and remained during the day. At 8 o’clock of that day I
was five miles toward B., and would certainly have struck him
there had I not been ordered to return. Arriving at B., I might
have pushed on to Litchfield or Woodbury, cutting off Morgan’s
stragglers, or with Bruce’s forces attacked his main body. Start-
ing when I did I knew every step was useless.

At no time has my force been sufficient to cope successfully
with Morgan. He is known to have had Duke’s and Gano’s regi-
ments and Breckenridge’s battalion, aggregating, by all ac-
counts, 2,000 men, and two pieces of artillery. Against this T
had 575 seasoned troops (375 First Ohio and 200 First Kentucky),
and 600 green troops, never under fire (Fourth Michigan), aggre-
gating but 1175 men, and not a single piece of artillery. In
whatever way I might have met Morgan, had he had his back
against the wall and shown fight, the result would have been
doubtful and could not have been else than partial and unsatis-
factory.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

MINOR MILLIKIN,
Colonel, Commanding.

General Thomas held Colonel Millikin in high esteem; it
was for this reason that he was given command of this pro-
visional brigade and assigned to this hard campaign, as it re-
quired an officer of energy and dash. His brigade was disbanded
at Mumfordsville, and about the first of November a brigade
was organized at Bowling Green, Ky., composed of the I'irst
Ohio Cavalry, Third Ohio Cavalry, Second Kentucky Cavalry,
Fifth Kentucky Cavalry, and Colonel Lewis Zahm, of the Thlrd
0. V. C., being the ranking officer, was assigned to command.

F‘arly in \*ovember the brwade left Bowhn“ Green for Nash-
ville, and at Gallatin, Tennessee, they again encountered John
Morgan with a force of 2500 men. The brigade attacked him,
W 1th great impetuosity, driving Morgan’s men out of Gallatin
and capturing nearly 100 prisoners.
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Bowling Green, November 7, 1862.

Colonel Zahm (via Mitchellsville and courier lines):

The General commanding has received your dispatch, and
approves your course. General Crittenden was in Scottsville
last night; moves on Gallatin this morning. Inform him of all
you know, and keep up communications with him. Act on the
principle that the cavalry are the eyes of the army. Take orders
for co-operation from General Crittenden. Always keep up your
communication with headquarters.

ARTHUR C. DUCAT,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Acting Chief of Staff.

The brigade marched via Hartsville to Nashville and went
into camp about the fifteenth of November near that city.

By the following order Brigadier-General D. 8. Stanley was
announced as Chief of Cavalry, Army of the Cumberland.

General Orders No. 22.

Headquarters of the Fourteenth Army Corps,
Department of the Cumberland.

Nashville, Tenn., November 24, 1862.

L. Brigadier-General D. 8. Stanley having reported for
duty, in accordance with the orders of the Secretary of War, is
announced as Chief of Cavalry, and assigned to command of
all the cavalry in this department.

J. P. GARESCHE,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.

After three and a half months’ continuous hard service,
beginning with the crossing of the Tennessee River about the
last days of July, and endm(r with their arrival at Nashville
about the middle of \ovember a brief rest of a few days was
welcomed by both officers, SO]le‘I’b and horses. The losses in
the reﬂlment during the campaign, killed, wounded and pris-
oners, were about sevontv -five, and a larﬂe number of men had
been placed hors de combat, as many horses had given out on
the hard marches and scouts, and those that were still in service
requn’od rest, care and shnmnn to prepare them for the winter

campaign, soon to be 1ndu(rumted by General Rosecrans, the
newly-appointed commander of the Armv of the (‘umbel]and






Maj. Gen. DoSStantey, Chivel of Cavalry, Stone River Campaign.




Stone River Campaign.

December, 1862.

General Negley with two divisions had held Nashville for
two months, and his troops had seen some hard service during
that time.

He had not only to hold the city with the two divisions as
a garrison, but he was compelled to gather his supplies from
the surrounding country, and detachments of the enemy’s cav-
alry and infantry were hovering on all sides ready to pounce
down upon foraging parties, and all forage trains were pro-
tected by strong guards

The troops in the vicinity of \hshvﬂle that were continu-
ally threatening Negley were under command of Breckenridge,
but Negley kept them off at arm’s length, so that they could not
invest the city, and starve the garrison out.

He made several demands for the surrender of Negley’s
forces, but Negley met these demands by dashing outside of
the fortification and attacking the enemy, and at one time he
routed Breckenridge’s forces near Lavergne with a loss to the
enemy of about eighty killed and wounded, two hundred pris-
oners, and a battery of three field guns.

It soon became evident that Bragg was concentrating his
army in middle Tennessce, and Rosecrans immediately moved
his whole army to Nashville, and arrived there in person Novem-
ber 9. As soon as the First Ohio went into camp at Nashville,
Colonel Millikin went to work with great energy to remount
and equip his command for the campaign against Bragg’s army
concentrating at Murfreesboro.

Requisitions were made for horses, many jaded and worn-
out horses were condemned and turned in to the post Quarter-
master, and a general reorganization was commenced.

Colonel Millikin had always been very strongly in favor of
organizing the cavalry into brigades and divisions, as he always
claimed they could be of much more service massed than by cut-
ting them up into detachments and having them attached to
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divisions of infantry by regiments or battalions.

Up to the time of the battle of Perryville, the cavalry of
Buell’s army had all been used in this manner, and with the
exception of one or two raids during the siege of Corinth and
the pursuit of Bragg’s army after the evacuation of Corinth by
a large force of cavalry under command of General A..J. Smith,
the cavalry of this department had not operated as independent
organizations in large numbers.

Colonel Millikin was a born cavalry leader, and he entered
into the spirit of the new movement with great enthusiasm,
which was imparted to the officers and soldiers of his command.
He at once inaugurated strict discipline and resumed both
mounted and dismounted drill, which was very much needed,
as there had been but little, if any, drilling since the evacuation
of Corinth. From the middle of November until the last days
of December, the regiment was encamped with the brigade,
now composed of the First, Third and Fourth Ohio and Fifth
Kentucky Cavalry, and designated the Second Cavalry Brigade,
near Nashville, and in addition to the regular camp duties, the
command was sent out on many scouts and reconnoissances, as
Rosecrans believed in the old maxim that “the cavalry was
the eyes of the army,” and he proposed to use his cavalry for
the purpose of observation and to keep at all times well advised
as to the movements of the enemy.

General D. 8. Stanley, a cavalry officer of long, active service
in the regular army, had just been assigned to duty as Chief of
Cavalry, Army of the Cumberland, and as he was very active
and aggressive, a long felt want in that arm of the service
seemed to have been supplied. He was always on the alert for
any duty required of his command, and he did not propose to
settle down and wait for the enemy to come to him, but he went
after the enemy, and usually found him, as Forrest, Wheeler
and Morgan were tireless riders and were making raids on the
railroads almost daily.

About the twenty-first of December, Stanley moved out on
the Franklin pike to make a reconnoissance, and, striking the
enemy near I'ranklin, had a sharp fight, routed the enemy, kill-
ing, wounding and capturing a number of cavalrymen, includ-
ing one commissioned officer, with a large number of horses
and other valuable suppliex.

The First Ohio was sent out on a number of scouts during
the month of December, in several of which they had sharp
skirmishes with the enemy, and under the leadership of their
fearless commander never failed to rout the enemy.

Rosecrans determined to attack Brage's army, now strongly
posted at Murfreesboro, with his advance divisions thrown for-
ward to Franklin, Triune and Lavergne. On the morning of
December 26 the advance was begun, Mc¢(ook commanding the
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right wing, Thomas the center, and Crittenden the left wing.

Colonel Zahm’s brigade moved on the IFranklin pike, with
three days’ rations in their haversacks and one wagon to the
regiment, reaching Iranklin the afternoon of December 26,
where they struck the enemy’s cavalry, and after a sharp fight
routed them, killing four and wounding a large number, sonme
of whom fell into our hands, with a number of prisoners, includ-
ing several officers, and he then pushed on to Petersburg the
same evening. On the twenty-seventh the brigade advanced
toward Triune, skirmishing all day, and at Triune they attacked
Wharton’s brigade of cavalry, and had a lively fight, routing
the enemy, and on the twenty-eighth still advanced, pushing
the enemy back slowly with severe loss.

On the twenty-ninth they attacked Wharton’s brigade with
great vigor, driving them back to the main battle line, until a
battery opened up on the brigade from the opposite side of
Stone’s River.

The same evening the brigade was put in position on the
extreme right of our army and held this position until the close
of the battle. On the thirtieth there was fighting all along the
line, as both armies were maneuvering for position, and the bri-
gade was skirmishing and on the alert, watching the movements
of the enemy all day.

On the morning of the thirty-first Hardee made an impet-
uous attack on McCook’s right division, driving it back in great
confusion and with heavy loss in both officers and soldiers. The
pickets of the brigade were attacked about daybreak by Wheel-
er’s division of cavalry and a hot fight was kept up for two hours.

When Johnson’s division was driven from the field, the bri-
gade covered the retreat and fought stubbornly for every inch
of ground. Colonel Millikin acted with great bravery and cool-
ness, encouraging his officers and soldiers and handling his regi-
ment with great skill to prevent them from partaking of the
general panic on the right. But the brigade was pushed slowly
until the rebel cavalry were so close that they were using their
revolvers.

The very acme of Colonel Millikin's ambitionhad been to have
the regiment make a saber charge, and now the supreme oppor-
tunity had arrived. His officers and soldiers were falling around
him rapidly, Major Moore had been mortally wounded early in
the day by a shell while the regiment was maneuvering for
position, and Adjutant W. II. Scott had been severly wounded
in attempting to capture a rebel flag, and Lieutenant Sam For-
dyce, of Company B, was also wounded. Joel Harris, of Com-
pany I, and Wesley Poling, of Company D, were also among
the killed.

ITe must act at once, or his regiment would be stampeded
and driven from the field, as they were being pushed and crushed



84—

by an overwhelming force of the enemy, flushed with victory.
No officer of the brigade seemed to grasp the situation, no orders
were given by the brigade commander, then Colonel Millikin,
sending word to the commanders of the other regiments of the
brigade to support his regiment in a charge, wheeled his
regiment by fours to the rear giving the command, “Draw saber.”

There was no time to tighten girths or to look after the
condition of revolvers, but tightening the reins on his noble
bay “Archie” and raising in his stirrups, gave the command,
“Charge!” which was repeated to right and left along the line.

“‘With sharp ring of bugle the sabers all clank’
And the spurs are pressed to each horse’s hot flank.”

“Commending their souls to God, they charged home.” Dashing
forward under the spur, with a cheer they followed their brave
and peerless leader to his death in that awful carnage.

On, on they go, striking the rebel lines, cutting right and
left, leaving a swathe behind of wounded and killed — inter-
mingled the blue and the gray. On they went, cutting a line
the full length of the regiment, sweeping everything before
them, penetrating clear through the rebel line, and there was
a fearful struggle when the shock came and the melee was on,
with its confusion, fighting, yelling, cursing, horses and men
falling, sabers flashing, revolvers cracking, horses and men
struggling in a confused mass and going down together.

Colonel Millikin was in the midst of the fray, which lasted
but a few minutes, and in a hand to hand fight he was shot
through the neck with a revolver, fell from his horse with saber
in hand, and died without a struggle. General John A. Wharton,
who commanded a brigade in Wheeler's cavalry, claims in his
report that a cavalryman of his command, a private named
John Bowers, Company K, Texas Rangers, killed Colonel Mil-
likin.

The rebels soon rallied and commenced firing from hoth
flanks and closed up the gap in the rear, and it was just at this
critical moment that Colonel Millikin fell.

The regiment at this time was completely surrounded, and
they again cut their way back to our lines, with many wounded
and killed and a loss of about one hundred taken prisoners.
The Fourth U. 8. Cavalry then charged the rebel line and a
majority of the prisoners were recaptured.

Whitelaw Reid, in his history, “Ohio in the War,” writes
as follows of this charge:

“When the disaster of the thirty-first occurred, the brigade
covered the retreat of our infantry, falling back slowly, con-
tending for the ground until near the Murfreesboro and Nash-
ville pike. Tt was then perceived that to permit the enemy to
pass that point would prove runinous. Colonel Millikin, having
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received no orders from his brigade commander, took the re-
sponsibility of sending orderlies to the various regimental com-
manders of the brigade, requesting them to support him in a
saber charge upon the advancing foe. Seeing that instant action
was necessary, and without waiting for a response, Colonel Mil-
likin wheeled his regiment into line and threw it with irresistible
power upon the enemy, driving those in his immediate front a
distance of a quarter of a mile. Not receiving the expected
support, the enemy rallied and closed in on his rear, making
his position one of extreme peril. He was absolutely fighting
the victorious left wing of the rebel army with a force not exceed-
ing three hundred men. Perceiving that the safety of his men
demanded their immediate extrication, the “about” was sounded,
and the chivalrous little band cut its way through the lines
formed across its rear.”

“The I'irst Cavalry fell back from the field of its glory,
where it had made one of the most heroic charges of the war,
with saddened heart, for, weltering in his life’s blood in the
midst of that carnage, lay its young and gallant commander,
Colonel Minor Millikin. Justice never lost a more faithful
champion, nor his country a more promising genius or heroic
son. Fame, on the list of her favored ones, has few younger
and no brighter names. Iad Minor Millikin’s life been spared —
but we dare not say it! He lived long enough to die for his
country, and who would or who could ask a more glorious des-
tiny? He was mourned by his comrades as the brave mourn for
the brave.”

The loss of the regiment in this charge was thirty-one killed
and wounded, with a number of prisoners, including Colonel
Millikin, Major Moore and Lieutenant Condit, killed, and Adju-
tant Scott and Lieutenant Fordyce, wounded.

On the first day of the battle, Surgeon Wirth and Hospital
Steward Doty, when on the field caring for the wounded, were
both taken prisoners and taken to Murfreesboro, where they
assisted in caring for the wounded of both armies for four days,
and until Bragg retreated and our army occupied the town.
Dr. Wirth had two hundred of our wounded in a large store-
room with floor covered with straw, no cots or beds, and but
few blankets. The weather was cold and freezing, and the only
means of heating the room was by a large fire-place, in which
a blazing fire of pine knots was kept burning. The coals from
the fire kept flying continuously, igniting the straw, and it kept
one or two soldiers busy day and night putting out the fire to
keep the wounded from burning. Omne night Dr. Wirth and
Hospital Steward Doty dressed wounds and amputated limbs
from dark to daylight, and the only light they had was a tallow
candle held by a soldier. They had no chloroform and but little
morphine or stimulants, and the suffering of the wounded men
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was most excruciating. Surgeon Wirth appealed to the Medical
Director in charge of the Confederate hospitals for medicine
and chloroform, and was informed that they had none, but he
gave Surgeon Wirth free access to all his supplies, and he helped
himself to such medicines as were in stock.

During all the time Wirth and Doty were prisoners they
were told by the rebels that Rosecrans’ army had been com-
pletely annihilated, and of course they had no good reason for
disputing it, and as may be well imagined, they were overjoyed
when Bragg’s army commenced retreating and they were left
with the wounded of our army.

When Rosecrans’ army entered Murfreesboro, the first
troops to discover the Surgeon and Hospital Steward was the
First Ohio Cavalry. Major Moore, who had been mortally
wounded by a shell, was taken to Murfreesboro by the Confed-
erates, and his body was found in a cellar and sent home about
the same time Colonel Millikin’s body was sent.

After the charge of the regiment, December 31, Major Martin
Buck, the senior Major present, took command until the next
day, and on that day Major Laughlin, having come up from
Nashyville, assumed command, as he was the senior officer present.
The regiment continued at the front during the fighting of the
next two days, but only participated in some light skirmishes,
with but few casualities.



Battle of Stone River.

From the twenty-sixth to the thirtieth day of December,
1862, General Rosecrans was feeling the lines of the enemy
very carefully, maneuvering for position, and on the evening
of the thirtieth the two armies were in close proximity to each
other.

There had been considerable of fighting on different parts
of the line, but no general engagement; the right, under Sher-
idan and Davis, had done pretty sharp fighting on the thirtieth,
and the two divisions lost about three hundred men. McCook
commanded the right wing, Thomas the center, and Crittenden
the left wing, resting on Stone’s River, and McCook’s right near
the Franklin pike. It seems, by the reports of both Rosencrans
and Bragg, that their plan of battle was identical, that is, each
decided to make the attack from their left flank.

On the night of the thirtieth fires were built for a long
distance to the right of McCook’s line, to make the impression
that the Union army was massing on the right to cover the
intended atack on the left. Vanecleve and Wood, who held the
extreme left of the Union line, were to attack the enemy and
force a crossing at the upper and lower fords of Stone’s River,
and Thomas was to advance in the center and McCook was to
“hold the enemy on the right if attacked, and if the enemy did
not attack him, he was to attack the enemy.” The principal
part of the ground in front of both armies was open, still there
were some strong defensive positions along both battle fronts.
The left wing of Bragg's army, under Hardee, attacked McCook
early on the morning of the thirty-first, thus taking the initia-
tive, putting the Union army on the defensive.

The enemy attacked furiously, and McCook’s right was
pressed back, for some distance, after a very stubborn resist-
ance and great slaughter in both armies. McCook was very
largely outnumbered, as Ilardee commanded at least three-
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fifths of Bragg’s army. Bragg's army continued to wheel to
the right, the battle extended to the Union left, and the whole
Confederate army was soon involyved, excepting Breckenridge’s
division, which was on the east side of the river.

There was but little fighting on the left of the Union army
during the early part of the day, and by 10 o’clock the advance
by Bragg’s army had been checked both on the right wing and
center. Bragg then commenced the transfer of Breckenridge’s
division across the river to attack Crittenden’s left, and there
was a lull from the center to the right of the Union army.
Breckenridge attacked our left and the assault fell on Hazen
near the railroad, in a heavy wood, afterward named by the
Confederate commander as the “Round Forest,” and the fight-
ing at this point in the line was very severe, but the repeated
attacks were repulsed, and our left persistently held the “Round
IForest” to the end of the battle. The losses to the enemy on the
left by their repeated assaults was very heavy, and some of the
regiments engaged were almost annihilated.

The enemy had now been fully checked all along the line,
and there was but little fichting during the balance of the day,
both armies were well exhausted, rested on their arms all night
within rifle shot of each other, waiting the dawn of the New
Year. The forenoon of that New Year’s day, 1863, was a day
of great anxiety to the two army commanders, as each hoped
the other would retreat, and there was little fighting up to
noon, excepting some artillery firing and maneuvering by both
armies for position. Breckenridge withdrew to the east side
of the river, and Beatty's division and Grose’s brigade of the
Union army crossed the river, took position in front of Breck-
enridge, and the day pass<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>